
Қазақстан ғылымының дамуы мен келешегі жастар көзімен - 2018  

263 
 

INFLUENCE OF EQUALITY OF GENDER RIGHTS ON 

INTERNATIONAL COMPETENCE 

A. Moldakhmetova 

Suleiman Demirel University 

 

Abstract 

Recently, certain human rights are becoming increasingly debatable. 

Specifically, one of the gender equality or feminism. Due to accelerating 

progress in global connections, that is becoming easier to notice different 

problems of human rights. Gender rights are debatable currently, the reason is 

swelling inequality among genders which arises uprisings and dissatisfaction of 

minority- women. In present world and reality there are increasingly difficult 

conditions under which minority needs to reconciliate. Main reasons are the 

growth of poverty and inequality as well. Consequently, inequality becoming a 

vital issue of current problems of communities. Because of the minor 

opportunities given to a minority or women, there could be major effects: 

decreased competence of the high-skilled labor. Which can cause a serious 

problem for development of a state and also decrease competence of labor force, 

specifically one of the high-skilled. Feminism is looking for the social political 

and economic issues- resolving those issues will encourage elimination of 

discrimination and power inequality. Currently there are already disputable 

issues of inequality among races, but the inequality gender issues are significant 

as well. Analysis goes further to study of certain characteristics of genders, that 

are differently observe and action in world politics and other fields. 

1. Introduction.  

Presently, we can find evolvement of international relations to the extent 

when certain subfields as gender equality are taking their pace. It is important 

to get notified about the globalization, as long as it contributes to the deepening 

of scrutinizing such an issues of inequality and disparity specifically one of a 

minority. To the minority group relate any kind of unjustly treated as ethnic, 

race, disabled minorities and children.  

There are some kind of masculine and feminine divisions between 

different social groups- always domination by more strongest one, and 

subordination of a weakest. Consequently, question of a main minority group is 

become more visible: are the woman treated equally? Due to distinct 

differences between gender groups, there is absolutely uncoordinated issues of 

how every field, specifically international relations, could operate. Resulting in 

the way that feminist theory examines new way of thinking and as well the new 

vision of the world picture. That might affect the whole processes in world 

politics and international relations which is influences productivity and 

competence of high-skilled labor among units (states). Firstly, by diminishing 

rights of minorities especially women can damage the competence due to the 
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limited amount of active labor units. A lot of factors are affecting the 

development of feminist movement- some scholars are not involved enough to 

a theory. Intellectual power is the most significant in the pushing new notions 

as feminism.  

 
 

Image 1. Gender Inequality in the Media Today. The Notion of Feminism in 

International Relations. 

 

Feminist theory is the new approach in analyzing behavior in 

international relations, due to different lens through which feminist scholars are 

looking through. Because of the socially constructed boundaries, gender 

inequality are becoming increasingly significant: like women, foreigners are 

frequently portrayed as “the other”: nonwhites and tropical countries are often 

depicted as irrational, emotional, and unstable, characteristics that are also 

attributed to women. The construction of this discourse and the way in which 

we are taught to think about international politics closely parallel the way in 

which we are socialized into understanding gender differences (1, 4 paragraph). 

Feminism can relate to constructivist theory by contrasting disparity of gender 

groups. Males are associated with masculinity and domination then further 

patriarchic views which is the first reason of such limitation of operational ways 

in which actors can perform.  

2. Contrasting Feminism with Other Theories. 

Most of the time Feminist theory considerably falls apart from basic 

theories as Realism and Liberalism. These two major theories are the most 

relevant. Liberalism considers closer to feminist theory as it is about the unity 

and cooperation, and realism is opposite to a theory because it covers notion of 

importance of a state which is too generalized. Feminists concentrate 

specifically on issues that touch individually: non-governmental organizations 

are the main units in international relations due to coping with more vague 

issues of famine, poverty, scarcity and aiding that are above general problems as 

war and military acquisition. For feminist, the reason idea of security is security 

for the individual who happens to be the one most affected by things such as 

war and conflict (1, 7 paragraph). In liberal view there are some distinctions 
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with feminist theory by the means of unequal treatment of women and men: 

“While trade and economic growth is good, there are questions about whether 

women receive the same benefits of this trade openness, or whether they are 

discriminated against, where the economic inequalities inherent to free 

trade…disproportionately affect women” (1, 9 paragraph).  

3. Gender Studies. 

Feminist scholars illustrate dissemblance by setting such diverse points as 

masculinity and femininity. Masculinity is stereotypically associated with 

power, a rationality is often cold to human concerns, self-empowered autonomy, 

and assumption of leadership in public roles; conversely, socially constructed 

feminine characteristics include less assertive or less aggressive behavior , 

willful dependence on or interdependence on nurturing relationships with 

others, sensitivity to emotional aspects of issues, and focus on the private realm 

(2, 41p.).  

All of these mentions the diverse approaches of views that genders are 

always have. Also, feminist theory has the potential to change the way of 

international relations are constructed. As it is more individual which means it 

concerns more about human rights then general issues of states behavior. As 

True (3, 10 p.) defines feminism as gender analysis that is not refers to a 

singular axis of difference between men and woman, it is also opens up a 

multiple axes of difference so that it takes account of poor, minority, migrant 

and refugee females who has always fallen through the categories of IR 

theories, global policy, and international law.  

                                                                                                
Image 2. Gender stereotypes in art by Chris Madden. 

 

That intersectional way of gender analysis which provide Jacqui True 

contributes to the post-modern international relations: the concept of gender as 

intersectionality also has normative and political implications for feminist 

efforts to understand complex identities and differences within international 
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relations (3, 10 p.). Further, feminist theory can become really helpful in present 

complex world of relations; the reason is that feminist approach focused on 

individual level of understanding the problem. As the world mightily 

constructed by different rulers, identities it is important to get to an 

individualistic analysis.  

Though, there arising issue of unequal gender treatment that is quite 

important to get notice. Firstly, mostly half of the earth populations are females 

or women, so it could affect not only one side of the population but children as 

well- most of the women take care of their children themselves. Although most 

International Relations feminists conceive of gender relations as involving both 

elements of structure and agency, International Relations feminists influenced 

by neo-Marxism understand gender as an ideological and structural hierarchy, 

that is primarily rooted in the material divisions created by patriarchal 

capitalism, such as the globalized, gender division of labor, and reinforced by 

international organizations and the ideologies of globalization (3, 10 p.). 

Consequently, a younger generation involve to a minority because of the 

unequal treatment of their parents. There are one major aspect contrasting 

feminist theory which highlights different perspective in relation to other states- 

“the shift from the right to intervene in a sovereign state to the responsibility to 

protect citizens not protected by their own state is a shift from liberal to care 

ethics, from the masculine assumption of an autonomous self – sovereign man 

or state – to the assumption of a relational self with responsibilities to others” 

(3, 11p.). “Politics of compassion” also one of the feminine sight that stands for 

aid and support for other leaders in need for human security, as example for 

asylum seekers where the terrorism threatens state borders (3, 11p.) 

Violations of Women`s Rights. 

‘Gender mainstreaming’ has become a well-known concept within the 

United Nations, with some of the most symbolic advances in women’s rights 

emanating from the Security Council in Resolution 1325 (2000) on Gender, 

Peace and Security, and Resolution 1820 (2008) on the recognition of rape as a 

weapon of war (4, 13 paragraph). Physical violation on women is the most harsh 

human violation, that is why, Alexandra Buskie notes that prevention of 

physical violence is become one of the objective of foreign policy in virtue of 

such liberal feminist figureheads as Hilary Clinton- US Secretary of State, but it 

is relevant only in U.S. and U.K. (4, 13 paragraph) 

With regards to human rights in international relations, feminism in 

international relations examines the ways that women’s human rights are 

violated, whether it is in not receiving equal education or employment 

opportunities, not having an equal vote in civil society or in decision making 

processes within a country, or how women’s rights are violated in the context of 

war, and also everyday life (1, 14 paragraph). Everyday life also a major area 

for observation of equality and non-violation of women`s rights; women`s rights 
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considering a human rights that is the reason for such an observance. Like 39
th

 

President of the U.S. from 1977 to 1981states “The abuse of women and girls is 

the most pervasive and unaddressed human rights violation on earth”.  

 

 
 

Image 3. Participants march from the Centre of Monrovia to the Temple of 

Justice, home of the Liberian Supreme Court, where they staged a peaceful sit-

in protest against gender-based violence. UN photo by Eric Kanalstein. 

 

  
 



Қазақстан ғылымының дамуы мен келешегі жастар көзімен - 2018  

268 
 

Image 4. Syrian migrants/refugees arrive from Turkey on an overloaded dinghy 

near Molyvos, Lesbos (Greece) by Nicolas Economou 

 

One of the signaling problem is female migration; is not a new 

phenomenon but it is increasing, as is female refugees ’and migrants’ 

vulnerability to human trafficking, exploitation, discrimination and abuse (5, 2 

paragraph). Additionally, Council of Europe states: “Amnesty International 

has reported on sexual violence and the exploitation of Syrian refugee women in 

Lebanon. It noted that refugee women who were the heads of their households 

and without an adult male relative were particularly at risk and had little or no 

protection or access to justice” (5, 3 paragraph). It is clear that women`s rights 

violation are integral part of human rights violations and it is universal and 

pervasive. 

4. Feminism in Central Asian Region. 

Central Asian region that includes CIS (Commonwealth of Independent 

States) is not so well-established in sense of identity, that is the reason of 

absence of pure democracy which consequently lead to various Human rights 

violations, specifically of Women`s rights. In terms of post-colonial criticism, 

the concept of civil society in the transition of Central Asian’s countries and the 

ex-Third World to democracy, along with a set of the rhetoric of human rights, 

it is rather ambiguous (6, 1 p.). Svetlana Shakirova posits that civil society is an 

active-educated citizens with the potential and desire to oppose the nation-state 

and local elites, in order for supporting changes of political regime, the 

emergence of neo-liberal market economy and the dismantling of ‘traditional 

society’ (6, 1 p.). As it posed, CA region is not able to comprehend such a 

dynamic changes especially shift in Women`s rights movement, due to weak 

civil society presence. Additionally, Shakirova points that women`s movement 

wears an orientalist character, and that symptom is quite fashionable and strong 

among localities. Orientalism stands for patronizing of Western values and 

views. Gender mainstreaming goes slowly, the laws on equal rights and 

domestic violence had been adopted with big resistance; instead of 

mainstreaming, the idea of "gender outstreaming" is being proposed (6, 2 p.).  

According to gender expert from Kyrgyzstan, Anara Moldosheva, these are the 

ideological goals of women`s movement (6, 3 p.): 

 Combating the invisibility of women;   

 Overcoming of gender biases (stereotypes);   

 Trespassing of traditional social boundaries and norms through the creation of 

new practices and  identities, which does not blend with these boundaries;   

 Challenge to current system of power.   

NGO trainer and genders studies researcher Mira Karybaeva calls for the ‘effect 

of evaporation’ when every new edition of the document, gender amendments 

are reduced and lose their force (6, 4 p.). Which means, those questions that are 
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very noticeable, arguing and sensitive are always suppressed, because of higher 

forces that come from the local authorities? CIS countries prevailing 

authoritarian regime and even sometimes the oligarchy is on the wake. Those 

are the main stepping stones of further development of pure democracy and 

inquisition of human rights. 

Alexandra Sorokopud, philosopher and women’s activist from Lviv, West 

Ukraine: “Incorporation  of  the gender equality prospective should not be 

artificially imposed  from outside. It should be exercised in line with the needs 

of every cultural group, its realities and a situation as related to gender, class, 

ethnos and culture  with a preservation of local philosophy, background and 

identities. Inequality and privileges, neo-colonial and patriarchal speculations 

should be always doubted at least because there is no unified opinion in this 

respect” (6, 5 p.)  

 

 
 

Image 5. George Krol, U.S. Ambassador to Kazakhstan in Zhaina forum 

(Astana, 4 March 2018). 

 

Image 5 illustrates the guest from the U. S. who gave an empowerment 

speech about women who made successful careers in the U.S. Department of 

State, mentioning a number of female diplomats in leading positions, 

Ambassador Krol said that women demonstrate natural talent of a diplomat 

because they have to learn and master the art of persuasion in order to strive in a 

male-dominated world (7, 4 paragraph).  

 

Brief SWOT-Analysis of Women’s Movement in Kazakhstan (6, 3 p.) 

 

Strengths Weaknesses Opportunities Threats 

-Knowledge of own - Loss of energy, -Support of The main threats 
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subjectivity in the 

public arena.   

- Ideological loyalty, 

constancy of the 

core of women's 

movement, 

established leaders 

of NGOs.   

- Communication 

with institutional 

mechanism for the 

advancement of 

women.   

- Understanding and 

cooperation with 

international 

organizations to 

build partnership.  

- Expertise, 

professionalism, 

competence of core 

women's movement.   

stagnation in 

women’s 

movement, along 

with the stagnation 

of the political 

sphere  

of Kazakhstan.   

- Low number of 

women in NGOS.   

- Absence of youth.   

- Financial 

instability.   

- Weak awareness 

of feminist 

background: lack 

of references, "the 

women's 

movement, 

women's or  

feminist collective 

subject."   

- Weak interest in 

politics, 

international 

organizations, 

agencies, 

foundations.  

-  Obligations of 

Kazakh government 

to promote gender 

equality. 

are non-legitimate 

changes of political 

regime, 

authoritarian 

power, shrinking of  

democratic 

freedoms, violation 

of the freedom of 

speech, persecution 

of  political 

opponents,  

potential removal 

of international 

agencies from the 

country. 

 

Table 1. 

 

5. International Competence. 

At the last but not least, influence on international arena of such factors 

relating to the gender equality. That topic not developed one but it might be in 

the near future. Already, certain changes in gender relations are occurring. 

Viotti and Kaupp (2, p.41) states: “From the feminist perspective, gender is 

particularly important as a primary way to signify relationships of power, not 

only in the home, but also in the world of foreign policy and international 
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relations”. Even the world politics under the certain influence of feminist 

theory, that claims different approaches of power- masculine and feminine. 

Those are the main distinctions that cause a lot of dispute in daily life and 

international relations either. All of the fields as economic, trade, politics and 

etc. affected by gender issues, due to the changes in views of approaching 

diverse problems at stake it is important to include all of them disregarding 

gender grounds; reaching total equality amount of power or labor will increase 

and also the global processes will be resolved with much more plainness.  

Feminist theorists claim that as gender permeates social life, it has profound and 

largely unnoticed effects on the actions of states, international organizations, 

and transnational actors (2, 41 p.).  

 

6. Conclusion. 

Concluding all of the above, it is clear to notice a certain difficulties in 

the new approach of gender equality. Firstly, the theory of feminism itself 

hardly become accepted among scholars, because of a certain embarrassment of 

how really it is affects international relations itself? By posing that question that 

is already signaling about narrowness of visions. Humanity is itself difficult 

phenomenon which is requiring different points of views that could come from 

not only masculine perspective but the feminine too. These two diverse 

perspectives show how different analytical ways might be; as masculine 

concentrated on more general issues, and feminine on more specific issues. 

Present globalized world becoming more dangerous for certain minorities 

including women and children, the issue of economic disparity contributes a lot 

to the equality problem. From that comes vital question of violation of Human 

rights specifically Women`s rights. Biggest burden of violations accounts for 

developing world or the Third world countries; Central Asian region starts to 

moving forward development of such a questions as violating women`s rights 

which could become the turning point for further development. In international 

relations  gender issues becoming more noticeable then it is been ever before, 

due to complication of current positions that is becomes vital to regard equality 

vision specifically for women; as that affects world positions and competence 

specifically. 
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