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HOW GENDERS ARE AFFECTED BY PUBLIC OPINION

Abstract. Social influence is the process by which individuals adapt
their opinion, revise their beliefs, or change their behavior as a result of social
interactions with other people. In our strongly interconnected society, social
influence plays a prominent role in many self-organized phenomena. There is a
stereotype that females are more vulnerable to the social opinion than males.
Many psychologists and sociologists studied this issue. In the modern world,
where women are at the same position as men, this question is actual.

Aim of this experiment is to investigate if social opinion affects more
females or males.Our experiment based on ‘Asch Experiment’. Solomon Asch
(1951) conducted an experiment to investigate the extent to which social
pressure from majority group could affect a person to conform. One limitation
of Asch experiment is that is used a biased sample. All participants were male
students who all belonged to the same age group. This means that the study
lacks population validity and that the results cannot be generalized to females
or older groups of people. Hence, we decided to use blocking by genders in
order to generalize the result to females too.

Key words: Salmon Asch, conformity, experiment, influence of
majority opinion, psychology, females, males.

skoksk

Anparna. Koram 0i3miH ic-opekeTimisre, MiKipiMi3re >»oHE CEHiM-
HaHBIMBIMBI3FA 30p 9CEpiH TUTi3enl. Axammap OackanaapiaH e3reire Hemece
OJIETTEH THIC KOPIHOEY YIIIiH KOMIIUIIK He jKa3aca COHbI )Kacayra OeilimaenreH
JKOHE KOMIIUTIKTIH aWThII-OWJIaFaHbIH KOJIayFa ThIpbicanbl. bi3fmiH Korama
KeOiHece oHen aaaMJap KeMNIIUINKTIH TWiKipiHe epeli JereH Ke3Kapac
KaJbINTacKaH. KemnTereH ICHXOJOT JKOHE OJICyMETTaHYIIBI MaMaHAap OCHI
KYOBUIBICTBI OYpBIH 3€pTTereH, TINTi Kasip ne 3eprreynae. by mikipramac
Ka3ipri 3aMaHjia epeKIie Kbi3yaa, ce0edi Kasip aienep epiaepMeH Karapiac.

Byn 3eprrey nomsik ncuxonorsl CaaMoH AMITHIH KOH(POPMH3M Typasibl
3epTTeyiHE CYHEHIN jKacajFaH. 3epTTey KYMBICBIHBIH MaKcaThl- KOFaM TiKipi
KoOiHICe Kail JKBIHBICKA, SFHU OHeNJepre Me HeMmece epiepre Me, ocep
TUTI3ETIHAITIH  aHbIKTay. Ochutaifima oienaep Typasibl — KajbIITaCKaH
KO3KapacThl JoNenaey Hemece KOKKa wmbiFapy. ConsiMeH Karap, CaiMoH A1l
03 3epTTeyiH/e TeK KaHa ep ajaMIapibl KOJJIAaHFaHbl Typa aiTa KETy OH.
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CoHBIKTaH OHBIH 3€pPTTEY >KYMBICHIHBIH HOTHXKECIH oHenzepre allblUiayra
OonmMaiiabl. Anaiina Oi31iH 3epTTey KYMBICHIMBI3 €Ki KBIHBIC OKIIJepiHe e
OaitmanpicThl. byt 61311iH 3epTTeyIMI3IH KaHAIIBUIIBIFBI OOJIBIT TaOBLIA/IbI.

Kint ce3gep: Canmon Am, KoHpoOpMH3M, 3epTTey, KOFaMm IMiKipi,
TICUXOJIOTHS, dHe, ep.

skskok

AnHoramusa. Kaxnplii U3 Hac coOIIacuUTCd, YTO OOIISCTBO TaK WU
uHaue (popMHUpYeT Halle MOBEJCHUE, MHEHHS U yOexaeHus. JIou meITaioTcs
MOCTYNAaTh TaK, Kak OOJBIIMHCTBO ISl TOTO, YTOOBI HE Ka3aThCs CTPAHHBIMU U
oOnenéHHbpIMH. Takke CyIIECTBYeT CTEpEOTHII, YTO JAEBYIIKH Ooiee
MOJIBEPKEHbI COLIMAJILHOMY JaBJICHUIO. MHOTHME COIIMOJIOTH U TICUXOJIOTH
IBITAINACH U TI0 CEeH JIEHb MBITAIOTCS U3YYUTh 3TOT peHomeH. boriee Toro stor
BOIPOC CTaJl OCOOCHHO aKTyaJIbHBIM B HallleM COBPEMEHHOM MHpPE, B KOTOPOM
TETeph KEHIIMHBI CTOSIT HA POBHE C MY>KUMHAMH.

JIaHHBIA ~ DKCIEPUMEHT  OCHOBBIBAJICS HAa  AKCIHEPUMEHTE O
KoHpopMu3Me monbckoro ncuxonora Cammona Ama (1951). ILlens
9KCIIEPUMEHTA-BBISICHUTH, Ha KOro OOJIbIIE BIUSET OOLIECTBEHHOE MHEHUE: Ha
JKEHIIUH WJIM Ha MYXYMH. TemM caMbIM J10Ka3aTh WIM ONPOBEPIHYTH
BBIICYIOMAHYTBIA cTepeoTun o0 JeBymkax. CamMoH Am B CBOEM
HKCIIEPUMEHTE 0 KOH(OPMH3ME UCTIOIB30BaT TOJIBKO MapHEH, OATOMY MBI HE
MOXEM PACHPOCTPAHATH pPE3yJbTaT Ha AEByIIEK. Tak Kak Halledl TJ1aBHOM
[ENbI0 SIBJISIETCS CPAaBHUTH BIUSHHUE OOIIECTBO HAa MYXYHH W JKCHIIWH,
pe3yabTaT MOKHO 0000IIUTH Hao0a TeHaepa.

KawueBble ciaoBa: CanmoH Ami, KOH(GOPMH3M, 3SKCIEPUMEHT,
BJIMSTHUE MHEHUS OKPYXAIOIINX, TICUXOJIOTHSI, dKEHIIUHBI, MY>KUYHHBI.

Our experiment is based on Solomon Asch's conformity experiment.
However, in our study, we conducted not only males like Asch did, but also the
females in order to get know which gender has the more tendency to follow
public opinion.

We used an experiment to study conformity, whereby 30 male and 30
female students from the Almaty city participated in a ‘Questions test'. We
prepared specific questions with the right answers and the two variants of
answers. These questions are easy, confusing and familiar. In addition, we
created the dedicated conditions to our experimental units with intention of
being affected by public opinion.

Data collection

In order to study conformity, we conduct the experiment with blocking
by genders. In the statistical theory of the design of experiments, blocking is
the arranging of experimental units in groups (blocks) that are similar to one
another, in our case gender.

95



CAY xabapwwicor. 2017/4 (43). SDU bulletin

According to the ratio of answered questions, we calculate numbers of
answers that were affected to the experimental unit. The distribution shows

following results:
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s=0.89 s =172
min=3 min=1
Li=4 U=
Median=4 Median=4
Q=5 Q=g
Max=6 Max=6
n=30 n=30

This is two sampled t-test.

Conditions:
1.Both samples are equal to 30.
2.We assume that both samples are simple random
3. nf<0.1N fand nm<0.1.Nm
4. both samples are independent

Data analysis and results

Our population was students of Almaty city. In order to conduct our
experiment, we invited 72 volunteers by posting an advertisement on various
social networks. After that, we randomly assigned volunteers into two groups:
actors and experimental units. For this, we took volunteers, and separated the
man and women into 2 different blocks. Label the all men from 01 to 36. Using
a random number table, pick 2 digits, ignoring 00, repeats, and the number
greater than 36, until a group of 30 men is obtained. The same procedure
repeated with females. Rest 12 people (six people from each block) will be
considered as control group. Note: actors were not changed during the whole
experiment.

We constructed 12 questions which contained 5 simple questions and 7
experimental questions. To the 5 simple questions both actors and experimental
units answered based on their own knowledge, for the other 7 experimental
questions, we assigned incorrect answers to actors. We put the experimental
unit in a room with 6 confederates. The experimental unit did not know that
other six individuals were actors and led to believe that they were experimental
units too. We invited actors earlier in order to instruct them and give their sit
numbers. After an hour all participants came and we arrogate sit numbers in
such way that our experimental unit was sitting at the end. All participants had
to answer in turn (respect to their assigned number). When we asked questions
we jumbled simple and experimental questions in order to not arise suspicion.
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But we recorded only answers to experimental questions. We calculated how
many times experimental units gave incorrect answers ( it means that they were
affected by majority opinion).

We made a hypothesis:
HO: p(female)<u(male) u(female)- average number of incorrect
answers which affected female
H alternative: u(female)>p(male) p(male) - average number of incorrect

answers which affected male

N mean S

Females 30 4.4 0.
89

Males 30 3.7 1.
72

_4;11—&2—[“1—“2]
=4ttt
st,58
t \nl ng
Consequently, we calculate "t" statistic using above formula for the
difference of unpaired samples with unknowns means.

4.4-3.7
lo.ga? 1727

= " =1.9797

This is a one-sided test, let's find when a=5% and then we will find p-
value through our t-score (degree of freedom is 29), which lies between 0.025
and 0.05. It means that p-value is less than significance level (a). Thus, at a 5%
significance level, we reject the Ho. We have a strong evidence that an average
number of incorrect answers which affected female is more than an average
number of incorrect answers which affected male.

Let's make a test when a=1%. P-value, which lies between 0.025 and
0.05, is more than significance level. Thus, at a 1% significance level, we
failed to reject the Ho. We do not have enough evidence that the average
number of incorrect answers which affected female is more than the average
number of incorrect answers which affected male.
Bias and errors

Since our experiment conducted as volunteer non-random sample, it
includes volunteer bias. The term volunteer bias refers to a specific bias that
can occur when the subjects who volunteer to participate in a research project
are different in some ways from the general population. Volunteer bias is a
challenge to the external validity of any research project because our
volunteers were students who are 17-22 years old, so we can not generalize our
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result to the individuals from other age range. We also have slight low
ecological validity because we used the artificial task in order to investigate
conformity, and the result can not be generalized to other real-life situations of
conformity.

Conclusion. To sum up, we took Asch's conformity experiment as a
fundament of our blocking experimental design by using a methodology of the
mentioned experiment. Our team improve the experiment by using distinct
conditions like telling fake aim of our research to our experimental units,
arrange them by numbers and placing the chairs in circle form in order to
maximize the eye contact between experimental group and control group (it
helps to increase the pressure), and gave the minimum time to think and
answer, all actions were made naturally. Moreover, our specific questions were
easy, confusing, familiar and have only one answer among the only 2 variants
of answers. In other words, we select questions that stimulate people to follow
public opinion. In addition, we add simple questions that even control group
does not know the answers so as to minimize the suspicions of the
experimental group. Overall, we minimized biases, suspicions and tend to be
ecological valid.

Taking into account all above mentioned facts, one can conclude that at
a 5% significance level, we reject the Ho. We have a strong evidence that an
average number of incorrect answers which affected female is more than an
average number of incorrect answers which affected male. Additionally, we
corroborate that people conform for two main reasons: because they want to fit
in with the group (normative influence) and because they believe the group is
better informed than they are (informational influence).
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FACTORS AFFECTING SME PERFORMANCE IN KAZAKHSTAN

Abstract. This study attempted to identify factors that are affecting
SME performance in Kazakhstan. The intention of this study is to provide the
understanding on how people should start their business by looking at
entrepreneurial orientation factors affecting business performance hence help
to reduce the risk of failure and increase chances of success. The study
examined two entrepreneurial orientation factors that influences the SMEs
business success, proactiveness and risk-taking behaviour. The theoretical
framework has been drawn out and questionnaire was designed based on the
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