
SDU Bulletin: Pedagogy and Teaching Methods 2022/2 (59) 

IRSTI 16.21.07 

M.B. Baiiméemoea’, Jnc.A. Kypbanéaes® 

1-2Uzbekistan, Karakalpakistan, Nukus - Karakalpak State University 

MODALITY CATEGORY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

Abstract: Language modality is relevant in modern linguistics. This 
phenomenon has its own specificity. The paper deals with modality category and 
the use of modal words which have specific functional features. The study aimed 

at investigating the use of modal verbs in permission, offer, obligation and 
possibility in English and Karakalpak languages. The research issue is relevant 
due to the need to clarify semantic possibilities of modal words of modern 
English and the origins of modality in Karakalpak languages. The features of 
modal words are clarified with examples. 
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AnHoTauus: SI3pIKOBasg MONATBHOCTH AKTyalbHa B COBPEMEHHOI 
CpaBHl[Te.‘].BHOfi JIMHTBUCTHKE. JTO SBJIEHHE HMeeT CBOO Cfleullq}lfl(y. B cratpe 

paccMaTpHBaeTCs KaTeropHs MOJIATBHOCTH I YIOTpeOIeHHne MOJaTbHEIX CI0B, 
o0mamaronmx CTIeNHITIecKIMI (YHKITHOHATBHEIMI TIpI3HAKaMIL 
IlccneoBaHNe HANPaBIeHO HA H3ydeHHe YIOTpedIeHNs MOJATBHEIX IIIaroIoB 
B pa3pelIeHII, IPeUI0KeHNH, 0053aTeIbCTBe I BO3MOKHOCTH B aHITIHIICKOM I 
KapakaIllaKcKoM s3bikaX. [IpoGreMa ICCIeNOBaHIA aKTyalbHa B CBS3H C 
HeO(’)XO:flI)lDCTB]O VTOYHEHIA CEMaHTHYECKIX BO3MOJKHOCTeIl MOJIa/IbHBIX CIIOB 

COBPEMEHHOTO AHIVIHIICKOTO f3bIKa 1 TIPONCXOXKIEHHA MOJATBHOCTH B 
KapakadImaKCKHX A3biKaX. OCOOSHHOCTH MOIATBHEIX CJIOB IOSCHAIOTCA Ha 
TIpIMepax. 

KiroueBble €I0BA: MOOATLHOCID, KAIME20PUA, MOOATbHbIE C106d, 
CeMAHIMUKA, MOOANbHYIE, Can, MAY, MUST. 

sk 

Annarna: Kasipri casIcTRIpManmbl TUT GUTIMIHZe TULIK MOIATbIUTIK 
©3eKTi 60J1bIM Tabbimabl. byT KyObIIBICTBIH e3iHIIK epekmeniri 6ap. JKymeicta 
MOZATBAUIIK KATEeTOPIACH kaHe Oenrimi 6ip (yHKIHOHAIBIK epeKIlIeTiKTepi 
Gap MozJale CS?HEP:{iH KOJIIaHBLTYBI KapacThIPhLIAIbI. 3ep1‘[ey AFBUIIBIH KaHE 

KapaKaJIllak TUTAepiHIeT] PYKCaT, YChIHEIC, MIHIET jKoHe MYMKIHIILTIK MOJaTh 
eTICTIKTEpIHIH KOJIaHBUIYBIH 3epTTeyre OarbITTalFaH. 3epTTey Macereci 
Ka3ipri aFbUIIIBIH TUTIHIET] MOJIaIb CO3epIiH CeMAHTHKAIBIK MYMKIHIIKTepiH 
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JKoHe KapakadlaK TUIIepiHIeri MOATBILTIKTIH IIBIFYy TeriH HaKTbLIAy 
KaKeTTUIriHe OailTaHBICTBI ©3eKTi OOJBIT OTBIp. Moxans ce3lepaiH 
epeKIIeTiKTepi MBICAIap apKbIIBI HAKTHIIAHAIbL. 

Tyiiin ce3aep: M00anb0iniK, Kamezopus, MoOals ce30ep, CeMaHmuxd, 

Modans, can, may, must. 

sk 

It is known, the English language today acts as a communicational bridge 
between peoples, nations. In the current era of globalization, the role of the 
English language has further increased in English-speaking and other nations. 
Also in the world of linguistics English plays a crucial role. World events, 

modality between things knowledge of relationships, substantiation of ideas in 
human daily life, and scientific research is one of the most important processes 
encountered in research. In this regard, identifying and analyzing the means of 
expressing modal relations in language and searching equivalents of modality 
in the Karakalpak language are very important for modern comparative 
linguistics. 

The purpose of the paper is to study the semantics of modal words, identify main 
semantic, syntactic features, and the usage of modals in English and Karakalpak. 
The actuality of the topic: 
1)The relevance of the topic is on the one hand the interest in foreign languages, 
on the other hand, modal relations in English and Karakalpak. 
2)The study of the semantics of modal words of modern English is a relevant 
issue. 

Methodological basis of research is Decrees of the President of Republic of 
Uzbekistan about development of languages, educations and sciences, the 
national program on a professional training, and also basic researches in the field 
of the theory of linguistics, in particular the books of Palmer, F. “Modality and 
the English modals™, V.L Kaushanskaya, B. Ilyish “The history of English”, and 
E.M Gordon ‘“Modality in Modern English”, N. A. Baskakov, K. Ubaydullaev, 
M. Dawletov, A. Bekbergenov, etc. 

The subject of research is the means of expressing modal auxiliary verbs in 
modern English. 
The study of the grammatical structure of the Karakalpak language has paid 

much attention. Among the problems is the category of grammatical modality, 
in particular, the question of modal words, which has not been studied enough 
yet. 
“Each language has its own, only its inherent grammatical structure and 
vocabulary. However, families of related languages naturally have similar 
features. One of such similarities for Germanic languages is the presence in them 
of a small but characteristic group of words - modal verbs. Modal verbs draw 
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attention to themselves by the specifics of their semantics and grammatical use™ 
[Momromonoa3.K.:1961:17]. 

Scientific research in the Karakalpak language began much later than in other 
Turkic languages. This is due to the lack of materials on Turkology in the 
Karakalpak language [Haceipos JI.C., 1971:14]. The beginning of a special type 

of scientific research of the Karakalpak language dates back to the 30s of the XX 
century. The first researchers of the Karakalpak language were N. A. Baskakov, 
S.E.Malov, E.D.Porlivanov. Then K.Ubaydullaev, A.Esemuratov, 

M.Dawletov, E.Dawenov, A.Dawletov, H.Hamidov, O.Dospanov, 

ANajimov, A.Bekbergenov, B.Qutlimuratov and other scientists have risen. 

In Karakalpak language, there is a group of distinct words that do not include 
meaningful words or auxiliary words[bekbeprenoB A., 1987: 49-56], 
[KyrasimypatoB B. 1965: 79-84]. 
In the modern Karakalpak language, such a group of words includes: oenex, 
Sa3viii3ammar, MymKuH, 6ankum, MexHumute, Kepex etc. - concepts of possibility 
or necessity, impossibility or unnecessity. contingency or incontingency, 

probability or improbability and their degrees — as well as presence or absence 
These words are distinguished from other groups of words in their semantic and 
grammatical features. They do not mean the name of the object or phenomenon 
that stands in front of them, in other words, they are used in relation with them, 
giving them all sorts of modal colors, in a figurative sense. 

The word modal is derived from the Latin word modius, which means “measure”, 

“method” in Karakalpak. Although modal words in the modern Karakalpak 
language are a few, their meaning and function have their own peculiarities. In 
terms of its lexical and grammatical features, it is associated with other words. 
Many of them change with the suffixes, sometimes accept affixes , and they 
serve in the sentence as introductory words. 
Modal words are by semantic neither numeral, nor adjective, nor verb, nor 
adverb, nor auxiliary words, that is, they do not have the same meaning as any 
other parts of speech. They mean that they can justify the speaker’s point of view 
in the statement of participation in the truth. When a speaker expresses his 
opinion to a listener about any real truth, he should state it with purpose, 
condition, instruction, clarity, trust or suspicion, prediction, confirmation or 

presumption they can be expressed on the basis of developed views. 

For example: 
Lexex, scay ezinen oe kyumi (K. Mombenoe). 

(So, the enemy is much stronger than himself). 

blcyaiiwin cynmarn onapowviy 6onauazeis 6oaxcaca xepex (K. Mambemog). 

(Ismail sultan must have predicted their future). 
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Byoan, GankiM, Kazaz X*Cy3iHOe OYpvic 60acd, iC HCY3iHOe OYPbIC eKeHiH 

Yiperuixmi seazoaiiov ageapyaa 6onaowt (T. Kaivinbepzeroa). 

(From this, perhaps, we can see the usual situation is correct on paper that it is 
correct in practice). 

Pac, ciz mananmme ycone 6amuin aiienciz (K. Aitvvipzaec). 

(It’s true, you are talented and brave woman). 

Ay3unoe ce3 mypmaiimviy aoam OHIH MiHOemmi mypoe Kymus emmeiimuH 
exerine cenimoi (1. Kaiteinbepeeroe). 

A person who does not keep a secret it is certain that he will give away. 

Thus, in karakalpak language the word group expresses speaker’s objectivity to 
truth, accuracy, doubt, confess, conceal, necessity and obligation of the 
comment he is trying to make is called modal words. 
Becoming as a part of speech of modal words their semantic feature serves a 
crucial role. Some words spoil their original meaning in sentences but are used 

in modal meanings (clarity of opinion, convenience, trustfulness, doubt, 
acceptance, etc.) For example: 
1. lanowvi4 manadwr oypuic (1. Kaitvinéepeeroe). 

(The action of the old man is true). 

2. Jypeic, yitneri naHanbikKa cyiteny Kepek (1. Katisinoepeeros). 

(It is true, you need to rely on household wisdom). 
In the first example, the meaning of “aypeic” is used in its original meaning 
while in the second example it is used as modal and gives the meaning of 
trustfulness of the speaker. As the result, modal words may change its position 
in a sentence and can give the meaning which is assumed by the context of the 
sentence. 
As K.N.Kachalova and E.E.Izailevich point out, “modal verbs denote the 

possibility, ability, probability, necessity of committing an action expressed by 
semantic verbs. The combination of modal verbs with the infinitive semantic 
verb performs in the sentence the function of a compound verb predicate™ 
[Kauanosa K.H., IT3annepma E.E.:2001:91]. 
Gordon E.M., Ganshina M, Barabash T.A. give a similar definition of modal 
verbs. They indicate: “In terms of meaning, modal verbs are distinguished by the 

fact that they, unlike ordinary verbs, mean not an action, but only abstract modal 
meanings of necessity, expediency, possibility, probability” [ Topmor E.M, 
KpsitoBa  H.P.: 1977:15, Ganshina M.A., Vasilevskaya N.M.: 1964:78; 
Barabash T.A:1975:105]. 

In Present day English, there are nine central modal verbs, according to 
Biber etc.al. [Biber:1999: 483]: can, could, may, might, shall, should, will, would 

and must. A further group of modals is the group of peripheral modals 
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or marginal modals, also called semi-modals: need (to0), ought to, dare 
(t0) and used to. Modal verbs themselves are not used independently. They are 
like auxiliary verbs which stands in front of a main verb and they represent the 
action of the main verb with ability, probability, necessity, possibility. Modal 
verbs are used in the tuning process. In Old English they are in the author's 
speech we can meet. The only exceptions are the past tense of modal verbs forms 
could, would, had, might, etc. in storytelling and tuning when not in use. Palmer 
(1986) remarks that modal verbs are can/could, may/might, shall/should, 

will/would, must, ought, dare and need etc. Modal verbs help the main verb in 
the sentence to add more information on the different levels of necessity and 
possibility. Modal verbs that are related to the obligation, requirement or no 
choice etc. are must, need, have (got) to. Should and ought to are generally 

related to the recommendation to the hearer. Can and its past form could 
(without relationship with tense) are connected with possibility. Options, 
choices and permissions are to be expressed via modal verbs may and might. 

The modal verb can in modern English. 
In modern English, the verb can is one of the main lexical means of expressing 

possibility. Consider its formation, value and main cases of use: 
1.The modal verb can has two forms: 
Can - for the present; 
Could - for past tense; 
To be able to - is equivalent to a modal verb. 

2. The meaning of the modal verb can: 
1) The verb can is very common in the meaning of “to have the ability, to be 
able (to do something), to be able”. In this sense, can indicates the ability to 

perform an action according to physical, mental, knowledge, ability, talent, 
personal qualities, etc. 

You can’t take away the knowledge you gave me (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.105) 

It can be a lot of people (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.150) 
In all these cases, can expresses the possibility (and in a negative form, the 
impossibility) to perform an action, and this possibility depends on personal 
ability, physical or mental, ability, skill, personal qualities, etc. 
In English, can in this sense is close in meaning to the combinations. 

2) In addition to the expression of personal ability to the number of basic values 
of the verb can in modern English, the value of objective possibility should be 
attributed [[loromonosa 3.K.:1961:23]. 

In the affirmative sentences, can expresses a real-life possibility whenever it is 
not a personal ability to carry out an action, but the presence of such objective 
conditions under which the action can be easily carried out. This value 
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naturally appears most clearly if the subject of action is passive. 
E.g. It is quite fine now. Clara, we can walk to a motorbus (Shaw, Pyvgmalion, 
p.20) 

Negative sentences reject the possibility of performing an action or state due to 
certain external reasons, certain circumstances. 
E.g. Ilove you (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.120) 

If the probability of an event in the past is denied, then the verb can is used 
with a perfect infinitive: 
E.g. He can’t have it taken upstairs, this morning (Galsworthy. The Silver Box, 
p.7) 
When denying the likelihood of action in the past can be used not only the 
form of the indicative mood can, but also the form of the subjunctive mood 

could. 
E.g. He can’t have said such a thing. 

He couldn’t have said such a thing 
The translation in both cases will be the same: “It cannot be that he says such a 
thing.” 

3. It should also be noted that the use of the verb in interrogative sentences 
expressing doubt in the likelihood or validity of the action or state, 
bewilderment,surprise,etc. 
The form of an interrogative sentence is often used not in order to clarify one 
or another connection that exists in reality, but in order to express the attitude 
of the speaker to a fact or phenomenon, its assessment. 
Question questions expressing doubt very often include the verb can. The 
modal color of the sentence is made up of the interaction of the semantics of 
the question and intonation with the lexical meaning of the modal verb. 
Significant doubts are amplified if the verb can is in the subjunctive mood. 
E.g. Could you believe us? (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.24) 
Such questions are close in their general meaning to sentences that deny the 
possibility or probability of action, as the concepts of negation, probability and 
doubt are close. 
4. The verb can, like the verb may, can express resolution. The verb can had 
no meaning before; it acquired it only in modern English. 
E.g. Daddy, canI go down and see? (Galsworthy, Plays, The roof, p.137) 
The lexical content of the verb can is the concept of possibility. Thus. the verb 

can has a number of meanings from “can” in the sense of “I can”. In the light 
of these considerations, the formation of a suppletive(supple) series can-be 
able to seems unlikely. 
Thus, as a result of analyzing the modal verb can, we came to the following 
conclusions: 
The modal verb can expresses: 
A) physical or mental ability; 

B) permission, permission; 
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C) the possibility of committing an action according to the circumstance; 
D) uncertainty, doubt; 

D) uncertainty. 
The modal verb may 
The modal verb may has two forms: 
1. May is the present tense form. 

2. Might is a past tense form. 
The equivalent to be allowed to for the expression of present, past and future 
tenses. 
The modal verb may expresses [ILtsnm B.A.:1948:189]: 
1. If the statement is problematic, conjectural, it, as a rule, includes the verb 
may. 

E.g. He may be or he may not be. (Dickens.Dickci VI, p.420) 
2. In English, may matches in similar modal words perhaps, may be. 
Often, on the spot may, a form of indicative mood is used might - a form of the 
subjunctive mood. In this case, the problematic element is enhanced. 
E.g. I think we could be great friends (Wilde, LW’s. F, p.16) 
If a proposal is made regarding events in the past, then may is used in the 

perfect infinitive form. 
E.g. That may have been all right for the last generation (Galsworthy, p.146) 
Assumption can express not only affirmative sentences. But negative: 
E.g. They may not have returned yet. 
3. The verb may is very common when expressing a request. E.g. You may wait 
in the kitchen (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.65). 

The verb may, in the sense of resolution, resolution is used more in 
interrogative sentences. The opposite meaning, the value of the prohibition, is 
expressed by the verb must[1. 1961, c.26]. 
E.g. You must have seen her again (Wilde, LW’s. F, p.111) 

4. May in the sense of objective possibility. 
The verb may may( can) also express (like the verb can) a real-life possibility. 
but it is difficult to limit it from the meaning of conjecture. It appears most 
clearly in combination with may verbs of perception (to see, to hear). 
E.g. “He might be seen in the club” (Galsworthy, p.617) 
The verb may with the meaning of objective possibility is used in affirmative 
assumptions. 
5. May in emotional speech [[losrononosa 3.K.:1961:26]: 
F.g. Really mamma, you might have spared that (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.9). 

6. May in the weakened value. 
Unlike the verb can, which always retains a distinct lexical meaning, the verb 

may may(can) appear in a weakened meaning. Analyzing the semantics of the 
verb may there are two of its basic meanings in modern English: resolution and 
perceived possibility. The first is most clearly seen when expressing a request 
and permission: 

E.g. May he come too? You may stay, if you like. 
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I may come tonight, main’t( mayn’t) I? 
This meaning becomes more generalized in introductory sentences. 
E.g. It was, we may say. \ an argument of cogency. 

In the meaning of conjecture, problematic at the most semantic richness, the 
verb may corresponds to the modal words may and be perhaps, but it can also 

come up with a weakening of the lexical meaning. This is usually the case 
when the modal may is not the only suggestion in the means of expressing 
suspicion or problematic nature. If may alone defines the modal color of a 
sentence, then its lexical meaning is always distinct. 
E.g. This may be the reason. 
As already noted, the verb may indicates a real occurrence. Including the value 

of “the modal verb may” is close within the meaning of the combination is it 
possible? 
“The verb may” has the following meanings: 
A) assumption with a tinge of uncertainty; 
B) the possibility of committing an action according to the circumstance; 
B) permission, permissions 

D) disapproval and reproach 
Comparing the use of the modal verbs can and may we see that they have 
common meanings: 
1. The ability to perform an action under certain conditions. But the verb can 
expresses a real-life possibility. and the verb may be a possibility assumed. 
E.g. Harry: Perhaps we might write it together. 
Harry: But you can write that letter. 

2. Both verbs express resolved. In that case, the difference is that the verb may 
be more formal than can. The verb can is used colloquially: 
E.g. Can you help me? Yes I can. 
3. The infinitive following these verbs is used without the “to” particle. 
4. In the third person singular of the present tense, the modal verbs have no 
ending - s. 
E.g. “She can afford to dress well”, - thought Carrie (Th.Dreiser, Sister Carrie, 
p.55). 

5. The interrogative form is formed without the auxiliary verb “to do”, and the 
modal verb is placed before the subject. 
The modal verb must in modern English. 

It should be noted that the modal verb must has only one constant form and 
two equivalents. 
1. To have to - to express the past, the present. 
2. To be to - future tense. 
“T had to switch the front lights off” (G. Steinbeck, The winter of our 
Discontent, p.103) 

To be to - indicates a previously agreed and planned action. 

Consider the meaning and main cases of the use of the modal verb must. 
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1. The common meaning of the verb must in modern English is the expression 
of necessity. Must has the following semantic shades: 
A) the necessary nature of the action. 
E.g. “I know it must be so; it even would be ™\ (Dickens, Disk, p.167) 

B) the need for force circumstances, these conditions: 

E.g. "We must leave this place directly” - said Mr. Pickwick, as he rebolded ( 

refolded) the note (Dickens, p.199) 

C) the certainty or inevitability of future action 
E.g. What does it need to be colder soon? (Galsworthy, In Chancery, p.211) 
2. The verb must is also widely used in the expression of a must. With the help 
of the verb must, the imperative is often expressed or a solution is formulated, 

both for other people and the speaker himself. 
E.g. You must be reasonable, Mr. Higgins, you must. (Shaw, Pygmalion, p.42) 
3. The must verb can also convey the value of probability or assumption 
bordering on confidence. In this sense, it is most often found with infinitive 
combinations containing the verb to be. 
E.g. He must be quite middle-aged by dreaming. 
The assumption about the past action is expressed by the combination of the 

verb must with the perfect infinitive form. 
E.g. You must have frightened her. 
4. In conjunction with the perfect infinitive,” the verb must” must( can) 
appear in the sense of obligation. In such cases, the combination with must has 
a conditional value like combinations with the forms ought or should. 

Thus, there is a lot of information related to the modal category in English and 
Karakalpak languages. As we have seen a range of features of Modality in these 
languages, we must come to the conclusion through investigating modality in 
both languages. the usage of modality differentiate from each other but they have 
similarities in semantic features. What is more, in both languages modality 
reflects the speaker's attitude toward the situation being described. 
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