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The book title: As time goes by

The book author: Michael Walsh
Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 
Chapters 1-3 

Before you read 

1 Have you seen the movie Casablanca? Talk about the main characters. Who are they? What do you know about them? If you have not seen the movie, read the Introduction to this book. 

2 Find the words in italics in your dictionary. They are all in the story. Make sentences using the words. 

a arrest, suspect 

b gangster, tough 

c Major, senator 

d prefer, whiskey 

3 Answer the questions about the words in italics. 

a Why do people gamble? 

b Which part of your body do you use to grasp something? 

c Is a moment a long or a short time? 

d Why was there a French Resistance during the Second World War? 

e Why do people ask for a visa? 

4 The book starts in Morocco. The action in Chapters 2 and 3 takes place in three other countries. Which countries? Have a quick look. 

After you read 

5 Who: 

a killed Major Strasser in Casablanca? 

b has been the chief of the French police in Casablanca? 

c is married to Victor? 

d plays the piano? 

e was Rick's first love, in New York? 

f gives Rick a job at the Tootsie-Wootsie Club? 

g is an Irish American gangster? 

6 Discuss these questions. 

a We know that "Rick wanted to be Solly some day!" What does this mean? What kind of life must Rick lead to be successful? 

b llsa says, "I want to take part in your activities ... I mean, our activities." What does she mean? How do you think she can help? 
Chapters 4-6 
Before you read 
7 What do you think Rick, Louis, llsa, and Victor will do next? 
8 What are these sentences in your language? Find the words in italics in your dictionary. a It was a wonderful party, and we all drank champagne. 
b The man was executed for his crimes. 

c She killed her son to protect the family honor. 
d Have you polished your shoes today? 
e I am suspicious of all politicians. 
After you read 
9 Answer these questions. 
a Why does Rick go to the British Library? 
b How do the British plan to kill Heydrich? 
c Who goes to Prague first? Why? 
d Why does Rick not like Robert Meredith? 
e Who shoots who in the Tootsie-Wootsie Club? Why? 
Chapters 7-9 
Before you read 
10 Discuss these questions. 
a Which of these would you trust with your money? Why? Sam O'Hanlon Tick-Tock Meredith Rick Salucci 
b Does Lois marry Meredith for good reasons? 
11 Find these words in your dictionary. affair evil horrible monster parachute rise treaty violin Which word describes: 
a a formal agreement between enemies? 
b a terrible, frightening person or animal? 
c a musical instrument? 
d something that is not nice? 
e someone who is very, very bad? 
f a loving relationship between two people? 
g protection when you jump from an airplane? 
h a movement toward the top? After you read 
12 What does llsa do in the castle? How much danger do you think she is in? Why? 
13 Who is speaking? Who to? 
a "I understand you are a good pianist." 
b "He's a politician. Does he have other women?" 
c "Robert Meredith's on his way to see you." 
d "I prefer indoor sports." 
e "He wants to make love to me." 
Chapters 10-13 
Before you read 
14 Discuss these questions. 
a Victor and Louis have both asked Rick why he never returned to New York. What do you think is the answer to their question? 
b Do you think llsa will change Heydrich's mind about his morning route? If there is a problem with the plan, who will want to continue in Prague until Heydrich is dead? Who will not? Why? 
c Who does llsa love more, Rick or Victor? How is her love for each of them different? If she made love to Heydrich, to help the operation, who would be more angry? Why? 
15 Discuss these questions. Find the words in italics in your dictionary. 
a Is there corruption in politics in every country? 
b When is it an advantage to be a huge person? When is it a disadvantage? 
c Is a traitor always an evil person? 
d When is it necessary to build a tunnel? 
After you read 
16 Correct the mistakes in these sentences. 
a Lois killed her husband. 
b Tick-Tock was a loyal member of Solly's gang. 
c Solly was killed by Meredith. 
d Rick leaves New York with no money. 
Writing

17 Imagine that you are Sam. You stay in London while the others are in Prague. Write your diary for one of those days. What did you do? How did you feel? 
18 Write a short history of the Tootsie-Wootsie Club, until the moment when Rick leaves New York. 
19 Imagine that you are llsa. Write a letter to Rick's mother in New York. Tell her about yourself, the wedding, and your new life in Casablanca. 
20 Compare the characters of Rick and Victor. Include examples which show the differences between them. 
21 Imagine that you are Major Miles. Write a report on Operation Executioner for the British Government. You have spoken to llsa and Rick after their return from Prague. 
22 Imagine that you are going to make a movie of As Time Goes By. Who will you choose to play the main characters? Why? Write a letter to Michael Walsh. Ask if he agrees with you.
The book title: The locked room and other horror stories
The book author: M.R. James
Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 

Chapter 1-3  

Before you read 

1 Find these words in your dictionary. They are all In the story, ash-tree behaviour Bible chapter grave graveyard horror host pattern terrified vicar well witch Which word or words answer these questions? (You will have to use one word twice.) 
a Which four words might you find in or near a church? 
b Which word appears thousands of times in a library? 
c Which two words are about feelings? 
d Something which is repeated many times is a 
e Which two words are very different types of people? 
f Which word might you read in a child's school report? 
g Which word might you see in a wood? 
h Which word is a person giving a party? 
i Which word means a place where you can get water from? 
2 The stories in this book are all horror stories. The first one is called The Ash-Tree'. How do you think a tree could be frightening? 
3 The kind of school where pupils live all the time is called a boarding school. Do you think these schools are a good idea? Why or why not? 
4 'The Curtain' is part of a longer story called The Diary of My Poynter. What connection do you think there might be between a diary and something as ordinary as curtains? 
After you read 
5 In The Ash-Tree', how do Sir Matthew and Sir Richard die and where are they found? 
6 At the end of 'A School Story' two dead bodies are found in the well. Who are they? 
7 In The Curtains', James thinks his little dog has followed him into the bedroom, but he is wrong. What is it? 
Chapters 4-6 
Before you read 
8 Check the word corridor in your dictionary. For writers this can often be a convenient place in a story - why? 
9 Horror stories are often about animals and insects. List horror films you have seen and horror stories you have read. 
10 Why is the idea of a locked room so interesting? What do you think might be inside the room in this story? 
11 Paintings of people can be frightening but how do you think a painting of a house might frighten you? 
After you read 
12 In The Flies', why do the people in the village decide that the bodies of Mr Davis and his friend can't lie in the graveyard of the church? 
13 In The Locked Room', who says: 
a 'People used to say that it brought bad luck ...' 
b 'Someone was there, in the bed!' 
c 'It was a stupid thing to do after we've been so good to you.' 
14 a How many times does the picture change in The Painting of —ngley Hall'? 
b How is the painting different at the end of the story to when Williams first sees it? 
Chapters 7-9 
Before you read 
15 Look up the word truth in your dictionary. Telling a ………… is the opposite of telling the truth. Now write a sentence including both words. 
16 Check the meaning of the noun will in your dictionary. A will is always private until something happens. What must happen before other people can read it? 
17 Why do you think a lake might be named after a person? 
After you read 
18 In the story 'Lost Hearts', what does Stephen see in his dream? 
19 In the story of 'Martin's Lake' two people sing the same song, 'Lady will you walk, will you talk with me?' Who are they? 
20 In The Two Cousins', who says: 
a 'Did you see an elderly man in a black coat, leaving the library soon after I was here yesterday afternoon?' 
b 'It can't be good for people to work with a smell like that.' 
c 'People say he's always going to libraries and bookshops, so he must know its name, but probably not where it is.' 
Writing 
21 Write about the story you enjoyed most, describing what it is about and why you liked it. 
22 Look at the picture on page 35. Describe the two characters in the picture. 
23 All these stories happened a long time ago. Which one do you think could easily be written again, in Jhe present? What changes would you make to it? 
24 In 'A School Story', John tells Edgar a story about a gold coin that belonged to his Latin teacher, when John was a boy. A year after he hears this story, Edgar sees the same coin. Write Edgar's letter to John explaining how and where he has seen the coin. 
25 When Sir Richard Fell decides to rebuild the local church in The Ash-Tree', some of the graves have to be moved. One is the grave of Mrs Mothersole, who was hanged forty years earlier as a witch. Imagine you are one of the villagers watching as Mrs Mothersole's grave is opened. Explain what you see and how you feel. 
26 Which story do you find the most frightening? Why? What do you think makes a good ghost or horror story?

The book title: Shakespeare’s stories
The book author: William Shakespeare 
Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 

Romeo and Juliet 

Before you read 

1 This is a very famous love story. Have you seen it at the theatre, at the cinema or on television? What do you know about the story? 

2 Find these words in your dictionary. They are all in the story. 
Count   dagger   evil    feast    Friar   hatred    master    sword    tomb    truth 
a Which words are titles or names for people? 
b Which are words for things that you fight with? 
c Which are words for places? 
d Which are bad qualities? 
e What is the opposite of a lie? 
f Which is a word for a big meal? 

3 Find these verbs in your dictionary:    beg    curse   quarrel    weep    wound 
a Which words are also nouns? 
b Which verb means: 
-cry? 
-hurt? 
- argue?
- ask for money? 
What is the other verb in your language? 
After you read 

4 Answer these questions. 
a Why is Romeo unhappy at the beginning of the play? What happens when he meets Juliet? 
b Who is Friar Lawrence? How does he help Romeo and Juliet? 

5 Describe the deaths of Romeo and Juliet in your own words. 

6 List all the named characters who die in the story. How do they die? Lear came in with Cordelia in his arms. 

7 Complete these sentences to show people's relationships with each other. 
Juliet is Lord Capulet's ………. Tybalt is Juliet's ………. and Lord Capulet's ………. The Prince of Verona is Paris's ………. Paris wants to become Juliet's ………. 

Macbeth 
Before you read 

8 This is a play about Scotland in the eleventh century, when it was at war with England. What do you know about the relationship between the two countries now? 

9 Answer questions about the words in italics. Use your dictionary to help you. 
battle      crown      honour      sorrow      witch 
a If there is a battle in an area, is the area peaceful? 
b Who wears a crown? Where do they wear it? 
c How can you honour a great writer? 
d If your life is full of sorrow, how do you feel? 
e Is a witch usually good or evil in stories? 
After you read 

10 Answer these questions. 
a Why are the three witches important to the story? 
b Why does Lady Macbeth wash her hands in her sleep? 
c Why does Macbeth order Banquo's death? 
d What is happening when Macbeth says, 'Do not shake your bloody hair at me!'? 
e Why does Macbeth believe that nobody will kill him? 
f How does 'Birnam Wood move to Dunsinane'? 

11 Which named characters die in this story? How do they die? 

12 Discuss the characters of Macbeth and Lady Macbeth. What are their good and bad qualities? Which of them do you think is most evil? 
King Lear 
Before you read 

13 King Lear has three daughters. He decides to share his kingdom between them because he is too old to govern. What do you think will happen next? 

14 Find these words in your dictionary. Make sentences with them. 
a trust      devil 
b duke      traitor 
c bastard     earl 
d knight     plot     kingdom 
After you read 

15 What are the relationships between these people? 
King Lear is Regan, Goneril and Cordelia's ………. The Duke of Albany is Goneril's ………. Regan is married to the ……….  Edmund is Edgar's ……….  The Earl of Gloucester is their ……….
16 Discuss how these characters die. Do they deserve to die? Why (not)? 
a Regan 
b Goneril 
c Edmund 
d Cordelia 

17 Work with other students. Choose a scene from the story and act it out. Explain why you chose that scene. 
Writing 

18 You are making a film of Romeo and Juliet. You must advise the actress who is playing Juliet, What do you want her to do when she wakes up in the tomb? Write down your advice. Start like this: When you wake up, and before you look round, smile happily... 

19 Imagine that you are Lady Macbeth. Write a page in your diary describing the murder of Duncan and what happens afterwards. 

20 Compare the three sisters in King Lear. What are their characters like? How do they behave towards their father? 

21 Choose a main character from one of the stories. Write the story from their experience of it. 

22 Which of the plays would you like to see at the theatre? Explain why. 

23 Shakespeare wrote these plays nearly 400 years ago. Why do you think they are still so popular?

The book title: The Godfather 
The book author:  Mario Puzo
Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 

Chapters 1-2 

Before you read 

1 What do you know about the Mafia? Why is it dangerous? What is its connection with Sicily? 

2 Check these words in your dictionary. 

bet      favour      hug      respect 

Use one of them in each of the following sentences. 

a He .............. £5 on the horse race and won £100. 

b Could you do me a................and lend me some money? 

c Children should show their parents...............and not be rude. 

d She was so happy to find her lost dog that she gave it a big .............. and wouldn't let it go. 

After you read 

3 What is the relationship between these people and the Godfather? 

a Sonny 

b Tom Hagen 

c Michael 

d Fredo 

e Clemenza 

f Johnny Fontane 

g Luca Brasi 

4 Who is 
a big and handsome? 
b calm and patient? 
c big and ugly? 
d softly spoken but dangerous? 
e gentle-looking but strong? 
f rich and bad-tempered? 
5 What does Jack Woltz find in his bed? Who put it there and why? How did they get past the guards, do you think? 
Chapters 3-5 
Before you read 
6 Why isn't Michael interested in the family business, do you think? Would you feel the same in his situation? Why, or why not? 
7 Check these words in your dictionary. betray cord pavement permit revenge trust Which words go in the following sentences? 
a You are not ..............to park your car on the.......... 
b A ..............is thicker than string but thinner than rope. 
c Can I.............. you to keep a secret? 
d The spy.............. his country by selling secrets to the enemy. 
e When her husband said he was leaving her, she took..................on him by cutting holes in all his clothes. 
After you read 
8 Finish these sentences. 
a Don Corleone is important to Sollozzo because ... 
b Corleone doesn't want to do business with Sollozzo because ... 
c Luca makes contact with Bruno Tattaglia because ... 
d Michael doesn't want to report the police captain because ... 
e Sollozzo kidnaps Tom because ... 
f Corleone drops the bag of fruit because ... 
g Michael feels guilty because ... 
h Sonny telephones Farrell because ... 
i Michael doesn't speak at the meeting because ... 
j Michael doesn't want Kay to go to the hospital because ... 
9 Who does these things, and why? 
a gets angry with Sonny 
d betrays Don Corleone 
b tries to kill Don Corleone 
e sends Sonny a dead fish 
c cries like a baby 
f helps Michael at the hospital 
10 Will Michael see Kay again, do you think? Why, or why not? 
Chapters 6-7 
Before you read 
11 What revenge will Michael take, do you think? What would you do if you were him? 12 Find these words in your dictionary: bodyguard      bruise 
a Think of three things that can cause a bruise, b What does a bodyguard do? 
After you read 
13 Why does Sollozzo want to talk to Michael and not Sonny? 
14 What are the arguments for and against killing Sollozzo and McCluskey? Who wins the argument, and why? 
15 Work in pairs. Act out this conversation between Michael and Apollonia. Michael loves Apollonia and wants to marry her. 
Student A: You are Apollonia. You like Michael, but you want to know more about him. Ask him about his family, his life in New York, and why he wants to return there. Ask him why he has bodyguards with guns. 
Student B: You are Michael. Answer Apollonia's questions, but don't tell her that you killed two people. Explain why you think she will have a better life with you in New York. 
Chapters 8-12 
Before you read 
16 Do you think Michael's marriage will be a success? Why, or why not? 
17 Check these words in your dictionary: tollbooth traitor Which of them is a a person who works for the enemy? b a place where you pay to drive across a bridge? After you read 
18 How are these people important in the story? 
a Carlo Rizzi 
b Fabrizio 
c Tattaglia 
d Barzini 
19 Are these sentences true or false? Correct the false ones. 
a Don Corleone is angry when he hears about Sonny's death. 
b Don Corleone wants Michael to stay in Sicily. 
c Kay is pleased to see Michael again. 
d Don Corleone knows who the traitor is. 
20 Why doesn't the Godfather make Tom Hagen head of the family after Sonny's death, do you think? 
Chapters 13-15 
Before you read 
21 Michael is now head of the family. How do you think Kay feels about this, and why? 
22 Check these words in your dictionary. 
funeral      grave       priest       revolving 
Which of them go in the following spaces? 
a a............... service       c a shallow........ 
b a................ wheel       d a wise........ 
After you read 
23 How many people die in the last two chapters? Who are they, who kills them, and why? 
24 Which of the deaths saddens Michael the most, and why? 
25 What do the underlined words refer to? 
a This is a clever move.' (page 43) 
b He didn't like the water on his face. (page 45) 
c This was his last mistake. (page 46) 
d 'I was pleased to do it.' (page 48) 
e 'That spoils all my arrangements.' (page 49) 
f 'I'm sorry, Tessio, I can't do that.' (page 49) 
g 'That's going to be your punishment.' (page 50) 
h 'Is it true?'(page 52) 
26 Michael has quickly learnt that keeping secrets and telling lies is an effective way of controlling people. How many examples of his secrets and lies can you find in the last three chapters, and what is their purpose? 
Writing 
27 You are the fruit-seller in Chapter 3 who witnessed the shooting of Don Corleone outside his office. Write a report for the police, describing everything that happened. 
28 You are Michael in Sicily, and you have just fallen in love with Apollonia. Write a letter to Kay telling her why you had to leave New York so quickly. Gently explain to her why you won't be able to see her again. 
29 You are Kay, and Michael has just asked you to marry him after returning from Sicily. Write your private thoughts about this in your diary. Describe how Michael has changed since you first met him and why you think this has happened. How do you feel about your future with him? 
30 Don Corleone thinks of himself as a 'man you can trust'. How much do you agree with this opinion of himself? Use examples from the story to illustrate your opinion. How do you think he compares with Michael in this way? 
31 A lot of people die in this story because of revenge. Think of a situation where one person takes revenge on another. Write a short story about it. 
32 Almost all the men in the book are criminals, but they nearly all have some good qualities. Which of them, in your opinion, has the most good qualities? And which of them has the least? Write a paragraph on each, giving reasons.
The book title: Crime stories

The book author: Sara Paretsky and others

Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 
Three is a Lucky Number 
Before you read 
1 Why is it important to be careful about the use of electricity in the bathroom? 
2 Find these words in your dictionary: 
bubble    funeral    inspector    will 
Which word describes: 
a an event after someone's death? 
b something you can find in a soapy bath? 
c a police officer? 
d a document that people write to prepare for their death? 
After you read 
3 Answer these questions: 
a What was Ronald's reason for marrying Mary, Dorothy and Edyth? 
b Why does Ronald fill the bath with bubbles? 
c What does he expect to happen when he turns on the electricity again? 
d Why does it not happen? 
e What makes Edyth go to the police? 
f What do the police ask Edyth to do? 
g How does she escape from the bathroom? 
h Whose footsteps does Ronald hear at the end of the story? 
i What do you think happens next? 
4 Work in pairs. Act out: 
a the first conversation between Ronald and Edyth in the hotel. 
b Edyth's conversation with a police officer after she escapes from the bathroom.  
Full Circle

Before you read 
5 What qualities and skills does a person need to be a private detective, do you think? Would a man and a woman be equally good at the job? 
6 Find these words in your dictionary: 
Freeway      lane        lieutenant 
Are these sentences true or false? 
a A freeway is a narrow road for people to walk on. 
b Roads and swimming pools are divided into lanes. 
c Lieutenant is a title for an American police officer. 
After you read 
7 Match the cars with their drivers. (One drives two cars.) 
green Ford                            Caroline 
Volkswagen                         Ron Cagle 
small white car                    Terry Layton 
first blue Toyota                  Kinsey Millhone (detective) 
second blue Toyota 
8 Who is speaking, who are they talking to, and who or what are they talking about? 
a ‘She seems to be alive.’ 
b They’re calling it murder now.’ 
c The man in the Toyota gave a false name and address.’ 
d ‘He used to follow her around in a green Ford car.’ 
e ‘She went her way and I went mine.’ 
f ‘Somebody stole your plates, and put these in their place.’ 
9 With a partner, act out a meeting between Lieutenant Dolan and Kinsey Millhone, in which he questions her about the death of the young man in the green Ford. 
How's Your Mother? 
Before you read 
10 How is life in a small village different from city life? What are the advantages and disadvantages of village life, do you think? 
11 Find these words in your dictionary: 
bury           sergeant 
Answer these questions: 
a Would you bury somebody before or after they die? 
b Is a sergeant more important or less important than an inspector. 
After you read 
12 Answer these questions. 
a What does Partridge tell the villagers about his mother? 
b How do we find out who really lives in Partridge’s house? 
c When does he decide to leave his job and go to Canada? 
d What makes Sergeant Wallace think that Partridge murdered his mother? 
e Why does a woman visit him one cold, dark evening? 
f When Partridge goes to the police station to tell his story, Sergeant Wallace does not believe him. Why not? 
13 Discuss why Partridge invented a mother. What part did she play in his life? 
At the Old Swimming Hole 
Before you read 
14 Read the first sentence of the story and the questions below. 
Say what you think. 
‘I was sitting on a wooden seat at the University of Illinois indoor swimming pool, and I was not enjoying myself.’ 
a Where is Illinois? 
b Why is the woman at the pool? 
c Why is she not enjoying herself? 
15 Find the word gamble in your dictionary. What do gamblers do? Explain in your own words. 
After you read 
16 Number these events in the order in which they actually happened. 
..... A Louise is shot. 
..... B V. I. is shot in the shoulder. 
..... C Alicia is shot. 
..... D V. I. visits her old school. 
..... E Alicia goes to the school. 
..... F Tom and his friend go to the school. 
..... G Tom steals Alicia’s disks. 
..... H Tom borrows a large sum of money. 
..... I Tom tells his story to the police. 
..... J Alicia tells her story to V. I. 
17 Who do you think is the most guilty person in the story? Why? 
18 V. I. tries to help her friend. How successful is she? 
Slowly, Slowly in the Wind 
Before you read 
19 Find these words in your dictionary: 
corn        scarecrow 
Which word describes: 
a something you can make? 
b something you can grow? 
After you read 
20 Are these statements true or false? Correct the false ones. 
a When her parents separated, Maggie decided to live with her father. 
b Skip gave up work because of health problems. 
c Frosby wants more money for the fishing rights. 
d Skip is very angry when he learns about Maggie’s marriage. 
e Skip gives Andy a holiday because he wants him to enjoy himself. 
f Skip plans the murder carefully. 
g Andy is shocked by the murder. 
21 Work in pairs. Act out: 
a the first conversation between Skip and Frosby, at Skip’s house. 
b the first conversation between Maggie and Pete, at the petrol station. 
22 Do you feel sorry for Skip? Why (not)? 
Woodrow Wilson’s Tie 
Before you read 
23 Find the word wax in your dictionary. What is wax made of? What is a waxwork? 
After you read 
24 Choose the correct ending to each statement. 
a Clive’s first idea is to spend a night in the Hall of Waxworks 
(i) for an adventure.               (ii) to kill someone. 
b He makes his decision to murder three people 
(i) before his second visit.      (ii) while he is inside the Hall. 
c He puts the bodies in place of the waxworks 
(i) to hide them.                       (ii) because it amuses him. 
d When Clive tells the police that he did the murders, 
(i) they don’t believe him.      (ii) they put him in prison. 
25 Work in pairs. Act out this conversation. 
Student A: You are Clive. Explain to the police doctor how and why you did the murders. 
Student B: You are the police doctor. You do not believe Clive, but he is clearly ill and you want to help him. 
The Absence of Emily 
Before you read 
26 Think about the title of this story. What can you be absent from? What reasons might you have for being absent? 
27 Find the word spade in your dictionary. What would you use a spade for? After you read 
28 Complete the story 
After his first wife 1 ............. , Albert marries 2 ............ .She has a sister who is 3 .......…...and 4 .... ........ than she is. While Emily is away at a 5 …….... , Albert makes her sister believe that Emily is 6 ……… .When Millicent discovers her mistake, Albert agrees not to 7 ........ . But Millicent has to give him 8 ........... . 
29 Work in pairs. Act out the meeting between Emily and Millicent after Emily comes home. 
The Inside Story 
Before you read 
30 In this story the murdered woman has written a crime story. How do you think her story might help the police to solve the crime? 
31 Find these words in your dictionary. Use them in the sentences below. 
clue               earthquake 
a The ............. caused a lot of damage in Turkey. 
b The detectives looked for a ........... to help them find the murderer. 
After you read 
32 Answer these questions. 
a Which two events on the list below come from Sheila’s ‘inside story’? Cross them out. 
(i) Sheila writes a story. 
(ii) Morse examines Sheila’s body. 
(iii) Dr Grainger goes to California. 
(iv) Lewis’s kitchen is repaired. 
(v) Morse reads Sheila’s story. 
(vi) A letter is written with a green pen. 
(vii) A woman is questioned in the Oxford Library. 
(viii) Morse and Lewis talk to Dr Grainger. 
(ix) Bayley meets Mrs Grainger at a hotel. 
(x) Sheila goes to work for Mrs Grainger. 
(xi) A man and a woman die in a fire. 
(xii) Dr Grainger returns to Oxford from California. 
b Put the other events under the correct headings below, in the order in which they happened. 
Before the story begins        Monday        Tuesday 
33 Morse found many clues. Discuss what they were and which one finally led him to the murderer. 
Writing 
34 Write one of these letters. 
a A letter to Edyth in Three Is a Lucky Number’ from a middle- aged man who has read about her story in the newspapers. His own wife has died, and he would like to meet her. 
b A report from Kinsey to Mrs Spurrier in ‘Full Circle’. Mrs Spurrier already knows who was responsible for her daughter’s death. Kinsey is explaining how she found the man. 
35 Choose one of these stories. Write a different ending for one of these stories, starting from the line that is given here. 
a (‘How’s Your Mother?’) ‘But now I have other things to do.’ 
b (The Absence of Emily’) ‘What makes you think I buried Emily?’ 
36 Write one of these newspaper reports. 
a (‘Slowly, Slowly in the Wind’) A report of the discovery of Frosby and Skip’s bodies, and the connection between them. 
b (‘Woodrow Wilson’s Tie’) A report of Clive’s next crime. 
37 Give a short account of how V. I. in ‘At the Old Swimming Hole’ and Morse in The Inside Story’ solve their crimes. Include some of the similarities and differences between their cases. 
38 Which of the stories do you think is closest to real life? 
39 Crime stories usually have a surprise at the end. Which of these stories do you think has the most satisfying surprise?
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ACTIVITIES 

While reading 

The Canterville Ghost 

1 Complete the sentences with words from the box.  

bloodstain  skeleton  Ambassador haunted 

a Mr Otis was worried about one thing: the same …………… appeared every morning on the library floor. 

b When Lord Canterville told Mr Otis that there was a ghost in the house, he did not believe the house was …………… . 

c A ghost can frighten you with noises or by leaving the mark of …………… hands on your body. 

d Mr Otis was in England in the name of his country. He was an …………… . 

2 Is this what the Otis family think? Write right (R) or wrong (W)? Change the wrong sentences. 
a Americans have a lot of money. When they buy a house, they also buy everything in it, even a ghost. 

b In America, people like to visit places where they do not have to pay. 

c American is not a very modern country. 

d Americans have a solution for every problem they face. This is generally a modern product. 

3 Match the words in A, B and C and make sentences about the people in the story. 
	A

Mrs Umney

Virginia 

Otis 

The Twins

Duke of Cheshire

Sir Simon
	B

was kind to the ghost and helped him find peace

liked to play tricks on people
was in love with the Otis daughter

killed his wife

looked after the house
	C

disappeared mysteriously 

let her keep her secret 

got a raise in salary 

were often punished 

got valuable jewels as a present 


4Answer the following questions. 
a Why did the ghost rub his knees in pain on his second appearance?  ………………………………………………    
b The Ghost had never been so insulted in his 300 years of excellent haunting. What had changed?  ………………………………………………    
c Where did the Canterville ghost wish to rest in peace?  ………………………………………………    
d Why did Sir Simon of Canterville kill his wife?  ………………………………………………    
e How did he die?  ………………………………………………    
5 The Otis had a solution for everything. What did they do in each case? Match the numbers and the letters. 
a When he wanted to clean the bloodstain on the floor, Washington used ….. 
b The noise of the ghost’s rusty chains did not let Mr Otis sleep so he offered the Ghost ….. 
c Mrs Otis heard a ghostly laugh. She thought that the ghost was not feeling well, so she gave him ….. 
d When Mrs Umney was so frightened that she fainted before Mr and Mrs Otis, they wanted to …..  
1) a bottle of Smith’s Rising Sun Oil.     
2) make her pay for it.     
3) a black stick called Pinkerton’s Wonder Stain Cleaner.  
4) a bottle of Dr Dobell’s Medicine for stomach trouble. 
Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime 
6 Match each person to one or more of the descriptions. 
Lady Windermere 
a adventurous 
b always on time for appointments 
c can’t live without her chiromantist 
d cheerful look with a thick strong hand with a very long third finger e forty years old and childless 
f gave Mr Podgers £100 
Lord Arthur Saville 
g goes to see Lady Windermere twice a week 
h had a serious illness between the ages of sixteen and eighteen 
i has been married twice 
j is going to marry one of the most beautiful girls in London 
Mr Podgers 
k looks like a family doctor 
l married to Paisley 
m one of Lady Windermere’s special favourites 
Sir Thomas 
n small and fat without much hair on his head 
o tall, handsome and young 
p tells fortunes and misfortunes 
q wanted to have his hand read 
The Duchess 
r wears glasses 
s will go on a long journey soon and lose one of his relatives 
t will live to a great age and be very happy 
7 Write why. 
a Lady Windermere thought Mr Podgers wouldn’t mind reading Lord Arthur’s hand.  ………………………………………………    
b Mr Podgers gave Lord Arthur his card.  ………………………………………………    
c Lord Arthur had to stop the marriage.  ………………………………………………    
d Lord Arthur made a list of his friends and relatives.  ………………………………………………    
e Lord Arthur made Lady Clem promise she would follow his advice.  ………………………………………………    
8 Are these sentences right (R) or wrong (W)? Change the wrong sentences. 
a Lord Arthur and his brother spent two pleasant weeks together sailing in the English Channel. 

b One day he saw a notice of Lady Clementina’s death in the Times newspaper. 

c Sybil sent him sad letters. 

d The old lady had died during dinner. 

e Lord Arthur blamed Mr Podgers for Lady Clementina’s death. 

f Sybil found the sweet with the poison in it and ate it. 

g Lord Arthur was very pleased when he realised that Lady Clementina had died a natural death. 

The Sphinx Without a Secret 
9 Find the mistakes in this description of Lady Alroy. Correct them. 
Lady Alroy was short and beautiful. She had long hair and small secretive eyes. The faint smile on the lips looked very much like the smile of the Greek Sphinx. Her hats looked very expensive. Lady Alroy was a widow: her husband had died, and she lived in a beautiful house in the most expensive part of Paris. 
10 Answer the following questions. 
a Why did Lord Murchison go to Norway?  ………………………………………………    
b What did he read about while he was there?  ………………………………………………    
c Why did he go to the house of Cumnor Street?  ………………………………………………    
d Who did Lady Alroy meet at the house?  ………………………………………………    
e What was Lady Alroy’s secret?  
………………………………………………  
11 Are these ideas right (R) or wrong (W)? Change the wrong sentences. 
a Lord Murchison didn’t want to marry because he did not understand women.  b When Lord Murchison saw Lady Alroy in Bond Street he fell in love with her.  c Lady Alroy had an office at Whitaker’s Library. 

d Lord Murchison wrote her a letter asking her to be his wife. 

e Lady Alroy spent her time in Cumnor Street reading books on her own. 

After reading 
12 Write the story. Suppose the Canterville Ghost does not die; it moves to Sybil and Lord Arthur’s house. What happens then? 
The Canterville Ghost 
1 Choose the correct answer. 
a Lord Canterville did not live in Canterville Chase because ….. 
1) it was too expensive to keep and his family had lost part of their fortune. 
2) several members of his family had been victims of a ghost and were afraid. 
3) Mrs Umney did not clean the house carefully. 
b Which of these is not an example of haunting work done by the ghost? ….. 
1) The mark of two skeleton’s hands on the skin. 
2) His appearance as a headless lord. 
3) His strange soups which filled the kitchen with a terrible smell. 
c The Ghost was tired and unhappy because ….. 
1) he tried hard but could never frighten any member of the Otis family. 
2) Virginia married the Duke of Cheshire and never talked to him again. 
3) He missed Lord Canterville. 
d The Ghost had to be careful when he walked about at night because ….. 
1) his knees still hurt. 
2) he did not want to make noise with his chains. 
3) there were strings across passages and he might fall. 
e Which of these was not a trick by the Twins on the Ghost? ….. 
1) They jumped from a corner of the library and shouted BOO! in his ear. 
2) They painted the bloodstain again every morning. 
3) They shot dried peas at him after he fell down. 
2 These sentences are about the meeting between Virginia and the Ghost. Write True or False (T/F). 
a When she learned he had died of hunger, she offered him a sandwich. 

b She thought he was dishonest because he stole her paints to paint the bloodstain. 

c The Ghost asked her to pray for him to go to America one day, where everything was new and modern. 

d He took her hand and they walked out of the house through the walls. 

e She went with the Ghost near the church but came back quickly because her family was waiting for her to have tea. 

Lord Arthur Saville’s Crime 
3 What happened first? Put these in the right order. Write numbers 1–8. 
a The medicine was in fact poison and it would kill her when Lord Arthur was in Venice. 

b The marriage was arranged for June 7th. 

c Lord Arthur Saville knew what his duty was and he had no right to marry Sybil until after the murder. 
d Back at home, Lord Arthur promised Sybil they would get married soon. 

e Lady Clementina seemed the right person: she suffered from stomachaches and he would give her a perfect cure. 

f Lord Arthur felt happy again. 

g Once Lady Clem had died, Lord Arthur sent Sybil a message: he was coming back to London. 

h What he didn’t know at the beginning was who would have to die. 

4 Correct five wrong facts in the following texts. 
Lord Arthur Saville was affected by Lady Clementina’s death and he blamed Lady Windermere for her death. Before she died, Lady Clementina made her will: she left her London house and all her hats to Lord Arthur. One day Lord Arthur and Sybil were sorting old papers in Lady Clem’s house when Sybil found a little gold box. She loved the little box and asked Arthur if she could have it and if she could destroy the sweet in the box. Arthur went white: Lady Clementina never ate the capsule with the aconitine liquid. She had died a natural death! 
The Sphinx Without a Secret 
5 Look at the underlined words. Who or whose are they? 
a ‘It went straight into my heart.’ …………………………………………………… 
b ‘She looked around to see if anyone was near us.’ …………………………………………………… 
c ‘It was lying on the doorstep and I picked it up and put it in my pocket.’ …………………………………………………… 
d ‘I sent it back unopened.’ …………………………………………………… 
e ‘The rent hasn’t been paid so I can let you have it.’ ……………………………………………………
The book title: The time machine 

The book author: H.G. Wells

Level: Intermediate

ACTIVITIES 

The Time Machine 

Chapters 1–3 

While reading 

1 Write sentences using the following words. 

bush ……………………………………………. 

editor ………………………………………….. 

object ………………………………………….. 

experiment …………………………………….. 

psychologist ……………………………………. 

dimension ……………………………………… 

2 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)? 

a The Time Traveller agrees with the type of mathematics taught in schools. 

b The Time Traveller believes that to exist, an object must have length, width and thickness. 

c The Time Traveller believes in a fifth dimension. 

d Filby thinks the Time Traveller’s ideas don’t make sense. 

3 Who says the following? 

a ‘But if you make that model out of a material, it exists. All real things exist.’ ……………………………………………… 

b ‘Clearly, a real body must have length, width, thickness (the dimensions of space), and also exist in time.’ ……………………………………………… 

c ‘But, if time is really only a fourth dimension of space, why can’t we move about in it as we move in other dimensions?’ ……………………………………………… 

d ‘It would be very useful for the historian. He could travel back and see how things really happened.’ ……………………………………………… 

e ‘Then there’s the future. Just think! You could put all your money in the bank, leave it to grow and hurry on ahead.’ ……………………………………………… 

4 Choose the correct word from the box. 

empty    lever    flame    Psychologist    ghost   trick   endless

So the a ……… himself sent the model time machine on its b ……… journey. We all saw the c ……… turn. I am completely certain there was no d ……… . There was a breath of wind and the lamp e ……… jumped. The machine suddenly turned round, looked unclear, was seen like a f ……… for a second and was gone – disappeared! Except for the lamp, the table was g ……… . 

Chapters 4–6 

5 Number these events in the correct order. Write the numbers 1–6. 
a The Time Traveller finds that the time machine is missing. 

b The Time Traveller is taken to a large building. 

c The Time Traveller meets a strange creature. 

d The Time Traveller feels faint and cold. 

e The Time Traveller takes the levers off the time machine. 

f The Time Traveller eats some fruit. 

6 How are the people of the future described by the Time Traveller? Write down what the Time Traveller thinks about them in your own words. 
7 Match the words (a–f ) with the correct description (1–6). 
a comfort … 
b limp … 
c panel … 
d creature … 
e candle … 
f rise … 
1 a stick that produces light when it burns 
2 to increase, go up or stand up 
3 an animal, fish or insect 
4 a feeling of being physically relaxed and satisfied 
5 a flat piece of metal or wood that is part of a door or wall 
6 a way of walking with difficulty because one leg is hurt 
8 Think about the way of life of the Eloi and the Morlocks. Think about what they eat and what they do with their time. Which would you prefer to be? Write about your choice. 
Chapters 7–9 
9 Imagine you have to live underground like the Morlocks. What things would you need? How would you make your food? What would you use for light? With another student, make a list of the things you might need to live this sort of life. 
The Time Machine 
10 Match the first part of the sentences (a–f ) with the last part (1–6). 
a The next night … 
b Once or twice I had a feeling … 
c I realised that the moon was in its last quarter and the nights were growing darker, … 
d But I wasn’t brave enough to solve the mysteries, … 
e I saw, far away, … 
f But the next morning, I realised that my interest in the Green Palace … 
1 and I never felt quite safe. 
2 an enormous building. 
3 of great fear for which I could see no definite reason. 
4 was just helping me to delay an experience I was afraid of. 
5 I did not sleep well. 
6 and there might be more appearances of those unpleasant creatures from below. 
11 Underline the right word. 
a The Morlocks were probably the servants / leaders in this society. 
b The Eloi were the workers / managers. 
c The Morlocks found daylight possible / impossible. 
d Clearly the beginning / end of the Eloi’s power was coming closer. 
e The Morlocks are the friends / enemies of the Eloi. 
f Weena is afraid of / friendly towards the Morlocks. 
g The Time Traveller decides to make himself some weapons / panels to protect himself from the Morlocks. 
h The inside of the Green Palace was like a church / museum. 
12 Imagine you are a time traveller. You have gone fifty years into the future but now your machine is broken and you can’t go back. Also, you feel that you may not live much longer. Write a letter to your friends. Describe the changes in the world of the future and how you feel about them. 
Chapters 10–12 
13 The Time Traveller visits a ruined museum. What is the most interesting museum or place you have ever visited? Write about it, saying why you found it interesting. Find pictures on the Internet or in books to add to the paragraph. 
14 Are these sentences true (T) or false (F)? 
a There were strange glass balls hanging down in the museum. 

b There were very large machines that worked well in the Green Palace. 

c The Time Traveller finds a metal bar to use as a weapon. 

d The Time Traveller dances in the Green Palace. 

e Weena finds a gun and bullets in the old museum. 

15 The Time Traveller tries very hard to get the time machine back. What is the most important thing that you own? Would you fight to keep it? Think about your favourite thing and write down adjectives to describe it. Then, work with another student and tell him or her your adjectives. The other student has to try and guess what your favourite thing is. 
16 Think about a time in your life when you made the wrong decision or a mistake, or did something you were sorry about later. Write a letter to a friend who was there. Explain what you would do differently if you had a second chance. 
Chapters 13–15 
17 Do you think it is, or ever will be possible to travel in time? Look at the pictures of the time machine in the book and design your own. Think about the modern technology we use today and the scientific advances that have been made since Wells wrote his book. Include all these things in your design. Do your design by hand or on a computer. 
18 Imagine you are Weena and you have visited the present time with The Time Traveller. Write a letter to your family, telling them about the differences between this society and your society. 
Chapters 1–3 
1 Underline the correct word. 
a Most people usually forget the dimension of length / time. 
b The Psychologist thinks that a Time Machine would be useful for historians / mathematicians. 
c Four / Five people watch the Time Traveller’s experiment. 
d The guests are doubtful / excited about the Time Traveller’s experiment. 
e The Time Traveller is wearing no trousers / shoes when he appears one week later. 
f The Time Traveller knows that his machine is working when he looks at his clock / cook. 
g The Time Traveller’s greatest fear is that his machine might stop working / crash into something. 
2 Which of these words does not describe the Time Traveller during his journey? 
afraid   angry   cheerful   confused   excited   nervous   worried
Chapters 4–6 
3 Does the Time Traveller see these things in the new land? Write yes (Y) or no (N). 
a familiar flowers 

b an enormous building in bad condition 

c dogs and horses 

d The River Thames 

e small houses 

f insects 

g birds 

h shops and factories 

4 Which of these words describe the creatures in the new land? 
beautiful           busy          easily         bored          friendly          gentle          healthy           intelligent           strong          music-loving
Chapters 7–9 
5 Put these things in the order that the Time Traveller does them. Number the sentences 1–6. 
a He saves a girl’s life. 

b He is attacked by the Morlocks. 

c He follows a Morlock. 

d He notices a lot of wells. 

e He is woken up by a strange animal. 

f He goes down a well. 

6 Are these sentences about the Morlocks true (T) or false (F)? 
a They move slowly. 

b They have white skin. 

c They live underground. 

d They are lazy. 

e They are blind. 

f They eat meat. 

Chapters 10–12 
7 Choose the correct answer to complete the sentence. 
a The Eloi are becoming less … 
1 helpless. 
2 powerful. 
3 frightened. 
b The Time Traveller feels happy in the Green Palace because … 
1 it is safe from the Morlocks. 
2 he finds some matches there. 
3 it is interesting. 
c Weena … 
1 dies in the fire. 
2 gets lost in the forest. 
3 is eaten by the Morlocks. 
Chapters 13–15 
8 Answer the questions. What … 
a do the Morlocks eat now? 
…………………………………………………… 
b does the Time Traveller do by mistake? …………………………………………………… 
c has totally disappeared from the future sky? …………………………………………………… 
d creatures are still alive in the future? 
…………………………………………………… 
e colour is the sky of the future? 
…………………………………………………… 
f does the Time Traveller hear at the end of the world? …………………………………………………… 
g does the Medical Man want to keep? 
…………………………………………………… 
h does the Time Traveller take on his journey? ……………………………………………………
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