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LANGUAGE CLUB EXPERIENCE: ISSUES AND METHODOLOGY

AnHoTanus. JlaHHas CTaThsi paccMaTpHBaeT MPOOJEMY OIbITa S3BIKOBBIX KIIyOOB U
O0IIMX METOJOJIOTUH, MPUMEHSEMBIX B Iporecce 00yUeHHs B S3BIKOBBIX Kiy0Oax. IbcTosiHHO
pactymas TmoTpeOHOCTh B OErJIOCTH BO BCEM MHUpPE TNPHIAET IEPBOCTEIICHHOE 3HAYCHUE
nouckaMm Oosee d({eKTUBHBIX MyTell 00ydeHHs aHTIMICKOMY s3bIKYy. Tak Kak B HacTosiiee
BpeMs poiib "linguafranca" BBITONTHSAET UMEHHO aHTJIMUCKUHN S3BIK. BATOH CBSI3M, pa3iuvHbIC
S3BIKOBBIE KITYObI, CIOCOOHBIE YIyYIHTh HABBIKM OETJIOCTH, 3aHMMAIOT BBICOKOE MECTO B
nporpamMmax oOy4eHHsS WHOCTPAaHHBIM SI3bIKAM HA CETOMHSIHWN JaeHb. VMeHHO mosTomy
BOMPOC HM3y4YEHUS TEKYIIUX MPEINOJIOKEHHH W MHUPOBOTO ONBbITa B OOYYEeHHWH TOBOPEHMIO
yepe3 S3BIKOBBIE KIyObl BeChbMa aKTyaJeH. IpakTHka SI3BIKOBBIX HAaBBIKOB 3a IpeleslaMH
KJlacca KpaiiHe BakHa, TaK KaK KOJHMYECTBO YacOB, BBIJENISIEMBIX HAa U3yYeHHE MHOCTPAHHOTO
s3bIKa B y4eOHBIX 3aBEIEHHMAX HE BCerja JAOCTaTO4YHO. BeieacTBue 3TOTO SI3BIKOBBIE KITYOBI
MOT'YT KOMIIEHCHPOBATh TOT HEJOCTATOK S3BIKOBOW CPEIbl U MTOMOYb CTYACHTAM Pa3BHBATh UX
HaBBIKM TOBOPEHHUSL.

KiroueBble ciioBa: SBbIKOBO Ki1yO, HaBBIKM TOBOPEHUs, OETJIOCTh, Y4eOHBIN Iporecc,
METOJIOIOT ST

Ever -growing needs for fluency in English around the world have given priority to
finding nore effective ways in teaching English due to the role of English language as the
"lingua franca" in the process of intercultural conmunication. Various language clu bs, vhich
can assist in developing speaking skills, have a promnent place in language teaching prograns
around the world today. It is therefore tinely to review current assunptions and world
practices concerning teaching speaking via English clubs. Approa ches to teaching speaking in
ELT have been nore strongly influenced rather than teaching other skills, because "speaking"
in traditional nethodologies is usually considered \treated as repeating, nenorizing, or
responding to drills, all of vhich reflect the sentence-based viewof proficiency prevailing in
the audio-lingual and other drill-based or repetition based nethodologies of the 1970s. The
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energence of communicative language teaching in the 1980s led to changed views of
syllabuses and nethodology, vhic h are continuing to shape approaches to teaching speaking
skills today. The practice of the language skills outside of the classroomis crucial, because it is
not enough to naster the language in the classroons. In this regard, language clubs nay
conpensat e that lack of language environnent and help students to develop their speaking
skills.

The need for speaking nastery in English has been increased due to the strengthening
position of English as a language for international cormunication. Gaves [ 1, Pp. B7-181] and
Nazara [ 2, Pp. 28-42] suppose that it has becone apparent that students of English as a foreign
language have considered thenselves good and successful learners if they can conmunicate
fluently and effectively in English. According to [erwing, Rossiter, Minro and Thonson [3 3,
Pp.655-679] fluency is considered an inportant characteristic of foreign language speech for a
variety of reasons and the ability to speak English fluently has becone a nust. EFL learners'
need to speak fluently ranged froma nere desire to feel confident vhen talking to others in
English to an urgent need to have strong speaking skills for further career. In addition, people
vho knowa language are referred to as "speakers" of that language. Furthernore, in alnost
any setting, speaking is the nost frequently used language skill. As Rivers [ 4] argues, speaking
is used twice as nuch as reading and writing in our conmunicati  on.

Regardless of the reasons, teachers and researchers of English as a foreign language
should place greater enphasis on fluency through finding newways to incorporate fluency -
enhancing nethods and activities in their classroomteaching. Recently, newa pproaches and
technologies have brought significant changes in the world and now are revolutionizing
education. Dfferent extracurricular activities, including clubs also nake their contribution in
language teaching nethodology. Various types of clubs are providing a range of possible
solutions that can develop teaching and learning Fnglish as a foreign language. The
incorporation of recent technologies in traditional face to-face classroons has changed the wvay
people teach and learn. (bnsequently, using club-based activities in traditional FFL classes has
revealed to be a powverful teaching nediumas it proved to be a successful nethod to grab the
students' attention and notivate themto learn, in addition to be able to present authentic
situations that the students will not have the opportunity to see in real life situations.

The nain obj ective foreign language learning at schools and universities is the fornation
of students' foreignlanguage commnicative conpetence, vhich is the ability and readiness to
carry out foreign-language interpersonal and cross-cultural communication wth native
speakers. In addition, it is necessary to underline that club activities can be used as a neans of
prevention or overcomng anxiety vhich is very common anong students wvho are learning
foreign language.

School club activity as a conponent of extra -curricular activities provides conditions for
developnent and education of students.

(ub associations at school nay be represented in various forns. It can be clubs, coteries
as a clubs by interests, studios, sections, societies. Fach of themhas its own features, but all of
themare determned as voluntary associations of students' network by their interests.

Cenerally, club is defined as the public organization, vhich voluntari ly unites the groups
of people for conmunication, joint leisure tine and entertainnents connected wth political,
scientific, art, sports and other interests.

(ne of the nost inportant features of club association is relative stability of its group
nenbers hip. Qherwse, the creation of collective is inpossible. Long contacts of participants
formthe relations of interdependence and responsibility and lead students' understanding of
their belonging to collective. The stability of nenbership pronotes organiz  ational registration
of association: definition of its structure, establishnent of internal and external relations,
distribution of social roles of participants, etc.

A the sane tine, it is worth noting that nenbership stability of club association is qui ~ te
relative. Wthin a franework of pedagogically expediently organized activity in club, leaving
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or transition to other associations is generally nornal phenonenon. "The natural novenent" is
usually accepted as students' search of optinum conditions for te sting own abilities and
opportunities, acquisition of newknowedge, acconplishnent of desire to find own avocation
or to realize developed individual creative plans.

The duration of student's participation in club depends on several reasons. First, it
depends on conpliance of his purpose to those conditions vhich are provided to himher in
club for its realization. Secondly, it depends on student' s age. So, younger school students and
teenagers checking their interests and trying abilities in different typ es of activities nay often
change occupation in different club associations; sonetines they participate in several clubs at
the sane tine. This, to sone extent staticizes creation of versatile clubs at schools.
Mssociations of the seniors vho relate their participation in club with developnent of sone
qualities, opportunity to selfexpress or future profession, are stabler on its nenbership.
Another reason of student' s participation in club is a nanagenent style of collective. If the club
suppresses student' s initiative and activity, and he is forced to be guided only by ideas and
tastes of the teacher, he/she wll quickly leave it.

A the sane tine, as we already noted, creation of club collective is possible at sone
nonnally constant nunber of participant s. Based on the observation over work of other
associations, ve nay conclude that the constant nunber of their participants has to be not less
than 75%out of total nunber of its nenbers.

Language (ubs are specifically ained at self -notivated people vho w ant to inprove
their language skills in a friendly and infornal atnosphere.  They offer a nore flexible
alternative to a language class and the chance to decide "vhat" and "how' a person vants to
learn. Fach club is facilitated by a native or near-speaker of the language and offers snall
group activities to help himher to develop his/her speaking, listening and reading skills in
chosen language.

In our article we would like to distinguish 4 types of Language clubs vhich are  ained at
developnent of speaki ng skills. These are:

1. Speaking club

2. Debate club

3. Drana club

4. Mvie club
Speaking club

(bnversation classes and "Speaking clubs" are very common at internediate and
advanced levels, often with snall groups and individuals rather than large classes. The genera 1
assunption is that sinply talking in a free and easy way, preferably to a native speaker, is the
best way to inprove oral fluency.

The very term" Speaking club" is inprecise as it refers partly to the node of teaching and
nay also refer to the content of what is taught. The idea is that, by sinply conversing, the
teacher/ instructor shows the student howto hold a conversation hinself. But very often the
subj ect natter of a given lesson rightly ranges nuch wder than this.

V\ery often a speaking club class es are infornal in character and allownuch nore scope
for the students to put forward topics of particular interest to them Indeed, the nore personal
relationship possible fromteacher to student is often a distinguishing feature of a conversation
class. A tine goes on, progressively nore and nore suggestions tend to cone fromthe
students to vhich the teacher nay well wish to respond. It is renarkable howhe takes on an
explanatory role in ansver to questions, and is often in practice a nediator of his own culture
and background. It is wse to anticipate this and plan quite deliberately into any teaching
schene a good nunber of thenes connected with English life and culture.

Debate club

Speaking activities and speaking practice in the classroomshould enable students to gain
experience using all the "prerequisites" for effective oral conmunication. The nost inportant
feature of a classroomactivity is to provide an authentic opportunity f or the students to get
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individual neanings across and utilize every area of knowedge they have in foreign language.
They should have the opportunity and be encouraged to becone flexible users of their
knowedge, alvways keeping the conmunicate goal in mnd . (he of the ways to encourage
students to inprove their speaking skills is by using debate.

Dxbate can present opportunities for students to engage in using extended chunks of
language for a purpose: to convincingly defend one side of an issue. The debate is probably
nore often used in content area classroons than in EFL classroons. Debates are nost
appropriate for internediate and advanced learners vho have been guided in howto prepare
for them Dkbates require extensive preparation by learners, call f or interaction in groups and
nake use of at least the followng language functions: describing, explaining, giving and
asking for infornation, agreeing and disagreeing. [bate in speaking class is ained to inprove
students’ critical thinking and students’ conmunication skills. By performng debate students
have a lot of opportunities in practicing speaking. Students’ involvenent is very inportant in
inplenenting debate.

Drama club

Dana can foster language skills such as reading, writing, speaking and listen ing by
creating a suitable context. Drana is a poverful language -teaching tool that involves all of the
students interactively all of the class period. rana can also provide the neans for connecting
students’ enotions and cognition as it enables students to take risks wth language and
experience the connection between thought and action. Teaching English as a foreign language
inevitably involves a balance between receptive and productive skills; here drama can
effectively deal with this requirenent. Throu gh drana, a class wll address, practice and
integrate reading, writing, speaking and listening. Drana also fosters and naintains students’
notivation, by providing an atnosphere, which is full of fun and entertainnent. In so doing, it
engages feelings and attention and enriches the learners' experience of the language.

Uing drana and drana activities has clear advantages for language learning. It
encourages students to speak; it gives themthe chance to conmunicate, even with limted
language, using non-verbal conmunication, such as body novenents and facial expression.
Drana inproves oral conmunication, as a form of conmunication nethodology; drana
provides the opportunity for the students to use language neaningfully and appropriately.
Movie club
Langua ge teachers have been using filns in their classes for decades, and there are a nunber of
reasons vhy filmis an excellent teaching and learning tool:

1. Learning from films is motivating and enjoyable

Mtivation is one of the nost inportant factors in det ermning successful second -language
acquisition. Filns and TVshows are an integral part of students’ lives so it nakes perfect sense
to bring theminto the language classroom Film as a notivator, also nakes the language
learning process nore entertainin g and enj oyable.

2. Film provides authentic and varied language

Another benefit of using filmis that it provides a source of authentic and varied language. Flm
provides students with exanples of Fnglish used in "real" situations outside the classroom
particularly interactive language — the language of real -life conversation. Filmexposes students
to natural expressions and the natural flowof speech.

3. Film gives a visual context

The "visuality" of filmnakes it an invaluable language teaching tool, en abling learners to
understand nore by interpreting the language in a full visual context. Filmassists the learners’
conprehension by enabling themto listen to language exchanges and see such visual supports
as facial expressions and gestures sinultaneous ly. These visual clues support the verbal
nessage and provide a focus of attention.

4. Variety and flexibility

Filmcan bring variety and flexibility to the language classroomby extending the range of
teaching techniques and resources, helping students to develop all four conmunicative skills.
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For exanple, a vhole filmor sequence can be used to practise listening and reading, and as a
nodel for speaking and writing. Filmcan also act as a springboard for follow -up tasks such as
discussions, debates on sodal issues, role plays, reconstructing a dialogue or sunmarising.

A it vas nentioned before, the organization of club work assunes collective efforts, but
this of course, does not nean that there cannot be individual functioning. (h the contrary, the
conbination of individual and collective work increases overall perfornance of association
(e.g Dama club is inconceivable wthout thorough work of each participant). In club
associations students participate in different types of collective activities, but the creative
character has to be an indispensable condition of its organization. Geativity is a normof
children's developnent; according to LS. Wgotsky [55], creativity is their natural
requirenent. It, certainly, forns one of the nost inportant and strong notives of students'
comng to club association. Greativity is such condition of the child and his activity, vhere he
shows his/her invention, inagination, fantasy, ability to inprovisation, ability to propose the
newsolution of the known question and ability to find the way out of a difficult situation.

Thus, club association not only plays an inportant role in creation of conditions f or
developnent of student's identity, satisfying his/her creativity needs, communication,
providing field of activity for self-expression, selfaffirnation and self -education, but also is
capable to increase substantially educational efficiency of whole -school collective that is
possible vhen the work of clubs becones inseparable part of educational systemof school.

Atending language clubs, students have an opportunity to nuster different skills by
discussing a variety of topics and participating in various activities. Fnglish language clubs
help to create the language environnent, vhich is inportant for developing especially speaking
skills. Thus, such extracurricular work as the experience of Fnglish language clubs should
becone a conponent of continuous education systemto establish appropriate conditions for
coining language proficiency, exactly speaking skills. It is the neans through vhich learners
can conmunicate with others to achieve certain goals or to express their opinions, intentions,
hopes and viewpoints.
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KOPKEM MOTIH ’)KOHE HHTEPTEKCTYAJJIBLIBIK BAHJTAHBIC

Anjparna. Makaiana WHTePTEKCTYaIBUIBIK MOCENIeCi KapacThIpbuIaabl. MoTi HapalbK
OaiimaHpICTApIbIH MOTIH TYABIPYIBI KbI3MET AaTKapaTBIHABIFBI MEH MOTiHAEp CIOXKETI HH
JaMybIHA HET13 OOJIBINT TaObUIATHIHABFBI JOJICIIICHET .
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